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FINE ARTISTRY of mosaic mural in lobby of new AFL-CIO 


headquarters is explained to Pres. Bisenhower by AFL-CIO Pres. 


George Meany on a trip through 
ceremony. - 


the building after the dedication 


Labor, Civic Leaders 


iPay Tribute to Woll 


The great and the small of the trade union movement paid their | 
final tribute to Matthew Woll, one of America’s most distinguished | | 


labor leaders, at a solemn pontifical funeral mass in St. Matthew’s 


Cathedral here. 


. Vice president of the AFL-CIO and of the Photo-Engravers 


Union, president of the Union‘ 
Label and Service Trades Dept. and 
holder of. scores of other distinc- 
tions earned during six decades as a 
union member, Woll died June 1 in 
a New York hospital after a two- 
month illness. 

Leaders of the AFL-CIO and his 
own and other unions, workers and 
union employes and representatives 
of government and civic life, joined 
With his family in marking the close 
of a life of dedication. Leading the 
mourners were his widow, Celenor, 
and two sons, J. Albert Woll, AFL- 
CIO general counsel, and Willard 


M. Woll of Chicago and their 
famili 


Members of the AFL-CIO Exec- 
utive Council, headed by Pres. 
George Meany and Sec.-Treas. Wil- 
liam F. Schnitzler, with Exec. Vice 
Pres. Gordon G. Cushing and Sec.- 
Treas. Donald MacDonald of the 
Canadian Labor Congress and offi- 
cials of the Photo-Engravers, were 
the honorary pall bearers. Among 
those present was Sec. of Labor 
James P. Mitchell. 

Most Rev. Patrick J. O’Boyle, 
archbishop of Washington, pre- 
sided at the mass. The celebrant 
was Msgr. Philip M. Hannan, chan-_| 
cellor of the archdiocese. Deacon 


(Continued on Page 12) 


building in the nation’s capital, 


George Meany, president of the 


President Dedicates 
Labor Headquarters 


The home of American labor, the new AFL-CIO headquarters 


was formally dedicated by Pres. 


Dwight D. Eisenhower in brief, impressive ceremonies. 
The president of the greatest nation on earth was joined by 


greatest free trade union organ- 


ization on earth, in exercises that 
attracted 2,500 guests and specta- 
tors. 

With the impressive eight-story 
structure as a backdrop, Pres. Ei- 
senhower recalled, “Since I last 
visited you at the cornerstone lay- 
ing of this building, the most sig- 
nificant thing has been the merger 
of the AFL-CIO. There is great 
new strength thus available to the 
labor organization as a whole and 
its leaders. Vast opportunities open 
up before them, accompanied by 
a vast increase in responsibility.” 

Tribute to Woll - 

The chief executive paused in 
his remarks to pay a special tribute 
to his “dear personal friend,” AFL- 
CIO Vice Pres. Matthew Woll, 
whose death two days before 


{| brought a note of sadness to the 


dedicatory program. 

To Pres. Meany, the true sig- 
nificance of the occasion could 
“best be measured by considering 
for a moment those to whom this 
building is dedicated and the ends 
toward which it is dedicated.” 


Speaking from a_ specially- 
erected platform on Sixteenth 
Street under a bright June sky, 
Meany declared the impressive 
structure is dedicated “to the 
founders of our movement, to 
those pioneers of long ago whose 
courage and sacrifices helped to 
establish and build the free trade 
union movement. 


“It is they to whom all Ameri- 
cans are indebted for helping to 
develop the high standard of liv- 
ing which is the nation’s greatest 


(Continued on Page 4) 


COPE to Send 
Vote Records 
To 15 Million 


Voting records of congressmen 
and senators will be distributed, 
on a state-by-state basis, to every 
AFL-CIO union member. 

Following a meeting of the Com- 
mittee on Political Education, 
COPE Co-directors Jack Kroll and 
James McDevitt announced the 
voting record material is now about 
ready for the printing presses. 


Separate Records 
Separate four-page publications 
will be prepared on the congres- 
sional delegations of each state. 
The materials will be distributed 
through local unions. 


“Our plan,” McDevitt told re- 
porters, “is to endeavor to reach 
every member of every trade 


(Continued on Page 3) 


Louisiana ‘Wreck’ 
Law Repeal Near? 


Baton Rauge, La.—The 
Louisiana House of Repre- 
sentatives voted 57 to 44 to 
repeal the state’s “right-to- 
work” law. 

The repeal measure is ex- 
pected to be acted on shortly 
in the Senate. Gov. Earl 
Long is on record with a 
firm pledge to sign a “wreck” 
repealer. 

The Louisiana legislature 
passed the “right-to-work” 
law at its last session in 1954 
by narrow margins in both 
houses. In the primary elec- 
tions earlier this year a con- 
certed campaign by organ- 
ized labor led to the defeat 
of many legislators who voted 
for the measure. They’ were 
replaced by lawmakers 
pledged to back repeal. 

The House action in Loui- 
siana is the first favorable ac- 
tion on “right-to-work” law 
repeal in the last five or six 
years. Attempts to have 
“wreck” measures repealed in 
some of the 18 states that 
have adopted them fell short 


during 1955 legislative ses- 
sions. 


Parley Set 
To Speed 
State Unity 


By Henry C. Fleisher 


The AFL-CIO Executive Coun- 
cil plowed through a heavy 
agenda this week, putting em- 
phasis on the problems of organ- 
izing and of ethical practices. 

In a series of actions the council: 

® Directed the Dept. of Organi- 
zation to move ahead with plans for 
bringing the benefits of union mem- 
bership to three-quarters of a mil- 
lion textile workers in North and 
South. 

© Referred evidence of corrupt 
handling of welfare funds—con- 
tained in the recent report of a Sen- 
ate subcommittee headed by Sen. 
Paul Douglas (D-Ill.)}—to various 
international unions, in cases where 
local unions appeared to be in- 
volved. 

The report, which dealt with al- 
leged welfare fund corruption in 
three international unions, was re- 
ferred to the AFL-CIO Ethical 
Practices Committee, headed by 
Pres. Al J. Hayes of the Machin- 
ists. The committee was asked to 
bring in recommendations. ° 

® Decided not to fill until a later 
meeting the vacancy on the 29-man 
Executive Council and on the eight- 
man Executive Committee created 
by the death of the late Vice Pres. 
Matthew Woll. 

Meany is scheduled to appoint a 
three-man subcommittee of the 
council to submit recommendations 
for a replacement. 

© Announced a big campaign by 

(Continued on Page 3) 


Virginia Labor 
Merges; Boyd 
New President 


By Eugene A. Kelley 

Richmond, Va.—Merger of the 
state’s two labor organizations into 
the Virginia State AFL-CIO took 
place in this capital city following 
separate conventions of the Vir- 
ginia Federation of Labor and the 
Virginia Industrial Union Council. 

The Old Dominion became the 
ninth state to unite its labor forces 
on the state level although, briefly, 
it appeared that this action might 
be delayed or postponed. Heated 
debate in a two-day convention of 
the VFL preceded the merger ac- 
tion, 


60,000 Represented 
In the former CIO affiliate the 


vote was unanimous. More than 
(Continued on Page 15) 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, JUNE 9, 1956 


~ ,Senate Raises. Budget 
For Labor, Health Depts. 


The Senate passed and sent to a joint Senate-House conference 
committee a bill appropriating $2.37 billion for the Labor Dept. 
and the Health, Education and Welfare Dept. 

The Senate upheld its Appropriations Committee by sharply 
increasing funds for medical research. Pres. Eisenhower had rec- 


ommended a $24 million increase® 


for the National Institutes of 
Health. The House lifted this by 


$9 million and the Senate by $48/ 


million more. 

A report by the Appropriations 
Subcommittee, headed by Sen. Lis- 
ter Hill (D-Ala.) sharply criticized 
“lack of foresight and imagination” 
in the Executive Dept. for earlier 
and current “wholly inadequate ap- 
propriation requests” in the “grand 
national strategy of medical re- 
search.” 


The Senate followed the House 
in refusing to allow $40,000 to the 
Labor Dept. for work in develop- 
ing a “model” state workman’s 
compensation law. Spokesmen for 
the National Association of Manu- 
facturers, the Chamber of Com- 
merce and the American Medical 
Association protested the item, and 
the committee said previous work 
in the field had aroused “wide- 
spread opposition” in the states. 

The Senate restored $313,000 
for the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
knocked out by the House. It re- 
fused an extra $175,000 for a spe- 
cial survey of retail wages, suggest- 
ing that the Labor Dept. use its 
regular funds for this project. 


Labor Press Units 
Take Merger Steps 


New York—The Eastern Labor 
Press Conference initiated steps for 
merger with the former CIO Editors 
and Public Relations Conference 
members in this area. 

A committee to revise the con- 
stitution in consultation with the 
former CIO group was named by 
Pres. Frank B. Powers. Creation of 
the new, merged organization and 
election of its officers was post- 
poned until the time of the next 
convention of the Intl. Labor Press 
Association (AFL-CIO), of which 
the eastern conference is a part. 

Marie Downey of the Electrical 
Workers Journal was named chair- 
man of the constitutional revision 
committee with Jack Rich of the 
Hat Worker, Fred Sweet. of the 
Catering Industry Employe, Wil- 
liam Dameron of the Machinists’ 


| their age,” it continued. 


Journal, and Powers. 


Coumell Asks 


Senate Save 
Security Bill 


The Senate was urged by the 
AFL-CIO Executive Council to re- 
store the “key features” of the 
House-passed social security bill 
“deleted by the notoriously con- 
servative majority in the Senate 
Finance Committee.” 

The Senate was scheduled to 
open debate on the bill June 6 but 
the measure was temporarily de- 
layed. 

Important to People 

Major provisions killed by the 
Finance Committee were those low- 
ering the pension eligibility age of 
women workers and wives from 65 
to 62 years and granting benefits at 
age 50 to the totally and perma- 
nently disabled. 


Senators Walter F. George (D- 
Ga.) and Russell Long (D-La.) were 
expected to take the lead in the 
floor fight to restore these provi- 
sions, together with Long’s proposal 
to increase by $5 per month the 
federal grant to the states for each 
person on old age assistance. 

The Executive Council pointed 
out that these amendments are of 
“greater and more immediate signif- 
icance to millions of Americans 
than any other (measure) that may 
be acted on by this Congress.” 

Up to Senate 

“We deeply appreciate the effort 
led by members of this- (Finance) 
committee to restore these (key) 
provisions on the floor,” the state- 
ment said. 

“It is now up to members of the 
Senate as a whole to demonstrate 
their concern for the welfare of 
disabled workers, older workers and 
their wives and of working women 
who suffer discrimination in the 
search for employment because of 


The council also expressed its 
support of the increased tax rate 
approved by the House “necessary 
to keep social security soundly fi- 


nanced when these increased bene-| jected 


fits are provided.” 


Telegraphers 
Win Increase 
In 2-Year Pact 


A two-year contract providing an 
18-cent-an-hour increase in wages 


and fringe benefits has been signed | : 


by the Commercial Telegraphers 
with the Western Union Telegraph 
Co. - 
The pact, which covers 30,000 


‘| CTU members across the nation, 


calls for a 13-cent across-the-board 
wage boost and 5 cents for re- 
classification of some jobs. 

Minimum pensions were also 
boosted from $60 to $100 a month, 
including social ‘security. Allow- 
ances for messengers who use their 
own cars were also increased. 

CTU members in several cities 
staged short-lived walkouts between 
the expiration of the old contract 
and settlement of the new pact. 


Steel Wage Pact 
Parleys Opened 

New York — Negotiations be- 
tween the Steelworkers and the steel 
industry’s “Big Three” got under 
way here as both sides worked to- 
ward hammering out a new con- 
tract before the June 30 deadline 
when the present pact expires. 

The USWA is in daily session 
with the industry’s titans, U.S. Steel 
Corp., Bethlehem Steel Co. and 
Republic Steel Corp. 

Other leaders of the industry 
were reported keeping a close watch 
on the activities which will set a 
pattern for 650,000 workers in 
basic steel. 

It was: reported that Bethlehem 
Steel and the USWA have reached 
agreement independently of present 
negotiations on a new incentive pay 
plan that will cost the firm about 
$25 million annually. The second 
largest steel producer employs about 
80,000 USWA members. 

The plan, it was understood, will 
give boosts of 1 to 5 percent to 
those eligible. 


UAW Wins Vote 

At Helicopter Plant 
Philadelphia, Pa.—Employes of 

Vertol Aircraft, Inc., have voted 

1,432 to 1,315 for representation 

by the Auto Workers. 
UAW Vice Pres. Leonard Wood- 

cock, director of the union’s Na- 


_|as evidence scouting current re- 


ports that union organizers have 
fewer successes. He noted that 
the employes at the plant, former- 
ly Piasecki Helicopters, had re- 


unionism four times previ- 
ously: in the past 10 years. 


Box Score on Congress 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

The Senate opened debate on the social secu- 
rity bill with a hard fight anticipated on the two 
provisions dropped by the Finance Committee 
which would lower the retirement age for women 
to 62 and provide benefits for the permanent and 
totally disabled at age 50. Voting is expected to 
begin June 11. More than 50 amendments to the 
bill were introduced in advance of the committee 
report. . 
LABOR AND HEALTH APPROPRIATIONS 

The Senate completed action on appropriations 
for the Labor and Health Education and Welfare 
Depts. Most of the cuts made by the House in 
the proposed budget were restored by the Senate 
action. The Senate bill is notable for its in- 
creases in funds for health research, particularly 
research into the causes of cancer, heart disease, 
and mental health. 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

Because of Republican and Southern Demo- 
cratic foot-dragging which has so far blocked 
House action on H. R. 627, a bipartisan civil 
rights bill, Rep. James Roosevelt (D-Calif.) for- 


‘housing for the aged. 


mally filed a discharged petition June 5. The 
petition requires 218 signatures (a majority of 
House members) to bring the bill to the floor from 
the House Rules Committee. 


HOUSING 
The House Banking and Currency Committee 
began marking up a housing bill. The bill under 
consideration calls for 50,000 public housing units 
each year for two years, as well as a start toward 


MUTUAL SECURITY 

A $1.1 billion cut in the Administration’s $4.9 
billion foreign aid bill was made by the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee. AFL-CIO had sup- 
ported the full amount of the Administration 
request. 

LABOR COMMITTEE MEETS 

The House Labor Committee on June 6 met for 
the first time this session to consider an agenda 
for committee action. Up for consideration were 
bills on federal aid to schools in federally im- 
pacted areas, minimum wage coverage, non-fer- 
rous mine safety, Davis-Bacon and amendments 
to Taft-Hartley. 


MISS KOHLER BOYCOTT is the title of pretty Diana Lampe who 
is solidly behind her father, a Kohler striker since Apr. 5, 1954, 
Auto Workers Local 833 is fighting the long strike with ‘a nationwide 
legal boycott against scab-made Kohler products including plumb- 
ing ware, engines, light plants and boilers. 


Winchester Arms Pact 
Negotiated by Machinists 
New Haven, Conn.—After 90 years of going it alone, the 4,500 


employes of Winchester Arms are enjoying the protection of a 
first contract negotiated on their behalf by the Machinists and 


giving them pay increases totaling 
21 cents an hour over the next 18 
months. , 

The settlement followed months 
of bargaining which started soon 
after the workers voted, in Decem- 
ber, 4 to 1 for IAM representation. 


Includes Union Shop 

The workers will collect a grand 
total of about $2 million during 
the first year of the agreement as 
a result of the wage hikes and un- 
ion holiday, vacation, pension and 
insurance benefits. The settlement 
also included the union shop. 

The big pay boost was an im- 
mediate hike of 12 cents an hour. 
It will be followed by further in- 
creases of 3 cents after six months, 
after 12 months and after 18 
months. 


The agreement calls for seven 


MaritimeUnion 


Wins Raises 
For 30,000 


New York—More than 30,000 
members of the Maritime Union 


will receive increases of 6 percent . 


in pay and overtime rates under 
wage reopening settlements reached 
with two major employer groups. 

Benefited are about 17,000 sea- 
men on 357 passenger and dry 
cargo vessels, and some 13,000 
crew members of 193 deep-sea 
tankers and colliers, all operating 
out of Atlantic and Gulf Coast 


paid holidays, with double time! ports. 


shift, cents for rotating shifts 
and 14 cents for the third shift, 
and a flat $25 for each employe 
of 


the checkoff, reporting and call-in 
pay, pay for jury duty, job posting 
and a one-month probationary pe- 
riod instead of the previous three 
months. 


AFL-CIO Buttons 
Made Available 


New AFL-CIO lapel buttons are 
now available and may be ordered 
through the office of Sec.-Treas. 
William F. Schnitzler. 

The main section shows the cen- 
ter of the AFL-CIO seal, with its 
clasped hands symbolizing the unity 
of the American trade union move- 
ment. Above it is a bar carrying 
the initials of the organization. The 
whole is surmounted by an eagle 
with wings spread, historically a 
symbol of strength, courage and 
freedom. 

The buttons cost 80 cents each, 
or 75 cents in lots of 12 or more. 


Other Adjustments 
The new rates go into effect 
Jume 16 under three-year agree- 
ments which expire in 1958. Ia 
addition to the basic increases, 16 
skilled ratings in both categories 
will receive additional adjustments 


_| ranging from $10 to $20-a month. 


The settlements followed about. 
a month of negotiations. The full 
NMU negotiating committee, 
headed by Pres: Joseph N. Curran, 
reached the passenger-freight ves- 
sel agreement with Pres. Ralph E. 
Casey, of the American Merchant 
Marine Institute. Curran and Casey 
expressed satisfaction with the pact. 


Benefits Industry 

“Both sides have taken a con- 
structive approach throughout these 
negotiations,” they said. “The 
terms of the agreement will pro- 
vide seamen with a fair increase 
in wages and overtime rates and 
will give due recognition to many 
skilled ratings through further ad- 
justments. 

“At the same time, it gives recog- 
nition to the interests and prob- 
lems of the shipping industry as a 
whole.” 

Negotiations with the tanker 
operators were conducted by a unm 
ion subcommittee headed by Vice 
Pres. Steve Federoff. Vice Pres. 
David M. Ramos was chairman of 
a similar subcommittee which met 
with the collier operators. 
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be launched by the AFL-CIO. 


Organizing Drive Set 
For Textile Industry 


An.-organizing drive in the- nation’s big textile industry will soon 


Estimating a total of 700, 000 non-union textile workers through- 
out the nation, the Executive Council directed the officers and organ- 
jing department to move rapidly ahead on plans — for bringing 


Two AFL-CIO affiliates are now 
jn the field: the Textile Workers 
Union of America, formerly CIO, 
with a mémbership’ estimated at 
approximately 300,000, and the 
United Textile Workers of America, 
formerly AFL, with-a membership 
of about 100,000. 


Council Okays Drive 
Announcing the organizing deci- 
sion, Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitz- 
ler said the council “finally decided 
they can’t wait any longer for com- 
plete agreement” between the two 
unions. “We have to get going,” he 
added. 

Merger discussion between the 
two textile unions was held earlier 
this year but came to no agreement. 
AFL-CIO practice has been to keep 
jts staff of organizers out of areas 
jn which there is no agreement be- 
tween actively competitive unions. 
But in the case of textiles, it 
' was felt the absence of an inter- 

| union agreement could no longer 
be a bar to AFL-CIO organizing 
activities, 

Schnitzler emphasized that the 
drive will not be merely in the 
South, where there are approxi- 
mately 575,000 unorganized work- 
ers in the industry, but in other 
areas as well. 

“We will organize textile workers 
wherever they are,” he said. 

It is probable that the organizing 
drive may be aimed at a number of 
big chain corporations whose mills 
dominate the industry. 


Schnitzler Hopeful 

Schnitzler voiced hope that once 
the drive is under way, it will re- 
eeive full cooperation from both 
unions in the industry, and that the 
problems will be easily worked out. 
AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
was asked by reporters whether he 
felt that activities of the White Citi- 
zens Councils and other groups op- 
posed to the Supreme Court deci- 
sion on school integration might 
have an adverse affect on union 
organizing programs. 
He accused the White Citizens 
Councils of being organized by 
people with an wees anti- 
labor bias. 

“We feel that a lot of anti-- 
union stuff is being promoted by 
the White Citizens Cauncils,” he 
said. ; 

“Unfortunately, many of. our - 
union people don’t seem to real-- 
ize what is really in the mind of 
many White Citizens Council 
leaders.” ; 

Schnitzler also noted that: state 
tight-to-work laws which outlaw the 


contracts and anti-labor ordinances 
in mill towns offer problems to or- 
ganizers. But he voiced confidence 
that these problems would be over- 
come in the organizing campaigns 
of the future. 

The decision on the textile drive 
followed a report by Dir. of Organi- 
zation John W. Livingston to the 


tors of the national economy. 

The AFL-CIO has about 300 
people on its field staff, of whom a 
considerable number will be avail- 
able for the future textile drive. 


Bad Knee Hospitalizes 


Organizing Director 
John W. Livingston, AFL-CIO 
director of organization, has en- 
tered Providence Hospital in Wash- 
ington for treatment of a bad knee. 
For the past week, Livingston 
has been using a cane as a result 
of cartilage trouble in the knee 
joint, 


eflective unionism to these workers.® 


union shop in labor-management. 


council on various unorganized sec-| , 


Council Sparks 
Organizing, 
Racket Drives 


(Continued from Page 1) 
the Committee on Political Educa- 
tion to get information on voting 
registration ‘and on campaign issues 
into the hands of every union 
member. 

Meany emphasized, however, 
that neither the council nor COPE 
discussed endorsement of a presi- |: 
dential candidate during-the meet-| 
ing. 

That issue will come before the 
council at a meeting shortly after 
the Democratic and Republican 
conventions in August. 

e Authorized a 15-cent per capita 
assessment on international and di- 
rectly affiliated local unions—prob- 
ably to be paid at a 1-cent-a-month 
rate for 15 months starting in July. 
The assessment was deemed neces- 
sary to balance the AFL-CIO 
budget, in view of post-merger op- 
erating expenses. 

Merger Authorized 

e Authorized the merger of one 
of AFL-CIO’s smallest international 
affiliates with one of its largest. 

The 300-member Metal En- 
gravers and Marking Device Work- 
ers Union and the 800,000-member 


‘International Association of Ma- 


chinists received. formal okay for 
their merger plans. 

e Asked the Building Trades Dept. 
to call a meeting of-the presidents 
of its 19 affiliates at which Meany 
will appear to ask withdrawal of a 
recent letter urging “go slow” ac- 
tion on mergers of state. federations 
of labor and industrial union coun- 
cils as a preliminary to further dis- 
cussion of jurisdictional problems. 

©Called on Congress to «give 
“topmost priority” to increasing 
coverage of the Wage-Hour Act to 
include workers who are now “un- 
justly” not protected by its provi- 
sions. 

© Directed the AFL-CIO Dept: of 
Legislation to support congressional 
passage of the Niagara power bill 


already approved by the Senate. 


Vice Pres. Keenan of the Brother- 


|} hood of Electrical Workers was 


registered as “not yoting” because 
of his union’s position on the bill. 

¢ Approved appointment of Vice 
Pres. Richard Walsh of the Theatri- 
cal Workers as chairman of the 
AFL-CIO Cominiittee ‘on Occupa- 
tional Safety and Health. He suc- 


ceeds Dave Beck of the Teamsters). 


who had asked to be relieved be< 

cause of lack of time to give suffi- 

cient service to the post: 
Racketeering Discussed 

The council opened its meeting 
on June 5 and continued in session 
through June 7. 

(Details of the final sessions will 

be contained in next week’s issue of 
the paper.) 
At a press conference Meany. 
confirmed that he and Pres. Eisen- 
hower had had a brief conversation, 
during the headquarters dedication 
ceremonies, about the problem of 
union racketeering. 

White House Press Sec. James C. 
Hagerty had said that Eisenhower 
“told Mr. Meany that if there is any 
assistance the federal government 
could give in any investigation or 
handling of racketeering within any 
union, he wanted Meany to know 
that the assistance would be given.” 

Meany commented: “What the 
press secretary said the President 
said about our conversation is 
strictly accurate.” 


cial problems. 


POLITICAL ACTION IN 1956 figured importantly j in the meeting ‘of the AFL-CIO Executive Coun- 


cil. 


Vice Pres. Emil Rieve analyzes the current political situation during a meeting of the AFL-CIO 
Committee on Political Education. 


Council Votes Special 


Assessment 


on Unions 


A 15-cent-a-member assessment on international unions has 
been voted by the AFL-CIO Executive Council. 
Payable over a 15-month period, the special assessment will 


have the effect of bringing into the 
AFL-CIO treasury an additional in- 


come equivalent to 1 cent a mem- 
ber a month. 

In explaining the decision, AFL- 
CIO Pres. George Meany indicated 
the money would have the effect of 
buttressing the AFL-CIO for com- 
ing organizing campaigns. 

“As part of the merger agree- 
ment, we’ve merged the staffs of the 
old AFL and CIO... we can use 
the staff people for organizing cam- 
paigns. 

“This assessment is designed to 
finance that sort of campaign,” 
Meany added. © 

“At the 1957 AFL-CIO conven- 
tion,” he said, “we'll study our 
budget and perhaps give thought to 
raising our constitutional per capita 
at that time.” 

The 15-month period -during 
which the assessment will run will 
expire about the time of that con- 
vention. 

Meany decried stories that the or- 
ganization was having serious finan- 
He said: “We have 


Auto Area Leaders Slate 
Meeting on Layoff Crisis. 


plenty of money, but we owe 
plenty, too.” 

Operational expenses are running 
about $80,000 a month over income 
at the present time. In addition, 
there is a $2 million loan on the 
building, and the council is ponder- 
ing the question of whether to pro- 
cure a long-term mortgage or to 
issue bonds for sale to affiliated 
unions. 

Merger Income Less 

In the old AFL, unions paid 4 
cents per capita each month, while 
in the old CIO the rate was 10 
cents a month. 

Under the AFL-CIO constitution 
the rate remains at 4 cents. As a 
result, the merged organization re- 
ceives less income than the total 
received by the old AFL and the 
old CIO separately. 

Meany, in discussing the deficit 
with newspaper reporters, said: 

“We haven’t the slightest doubt 
we'll work it out. We are not seri- 
ously ¢oncerned by it.” 


oy 


Detroit—The mayors of a score of cities hard hit by automobile 
imdustry layoffs have agreed to meet here with officials of the Auto 
Workers and with Gov. G. Mennen Williams (D.) of Michigan in 


an effort to solve growing problems® 


of distress and hardship. 


Their additional hope of devel- 
oping long-range measures to pre- 
vent a recurrence of mass layoffs 
was pointed up by. the Labor 
Dept.’s announcement that 18,000 
additional auto workers were fur- 
loughed during the week ended 
May 26. This raised the cumula- 
tive total to 185,000. 

At the same time, industry esti- 
mates were for even smaller pro- 
duction in June than in May. The 
forecast for June was 448,000 units, 
compared to 471,531 last month, 
which was 13.9 percent under 
April, 34.9 percent under May 
1955. 

Prospects for July and August 
were described as even worse, with 
predictions that production will fail 
to top the 400,000 mark. 

The 18,000 increase in layoffs 
was one of the largest weekly 
jumps yet reported by the Labor 
Dept. through its Bureau of Em- 
ployment Security. Actually, 20,000 
auto workers were laid off, but 
2,000 were recalled. 

The total jumped 48,000 ia four 


weeks and stood at 105,000 more 
than on Feb. 25, when the first 
weekly summary was. published. 

Invitations to the mayors of com- 

munities to join in the Detroit 
meeting were issued by the UAW 
after leaders of the industry had 
rejected the union’s bid to a tri- 
partite conference to tackle the 
problems growing out of declining 
employment. 
_ In issuing the invitations, UAW 
Pres. Walter P. Reuther said the 
union is prepared to submit for 
consideration “specific: proposals to 
alleviate the present unemployment 
situation and to deal with the long- 
Tange problem.” 

The UAW also urged local un- 
ions throughout the country to ac- 
livate community services com- 
mittees to help workers who have 
been laid off. 

UAW Sec.-Treas. Emil Mazey 
ent the locals instructions on set- 
ting up such committees for union 
members with problems in the com- 
munities in which they live. 


Every Union 
MembertoGet 
Vote Records 


(Continued from Page 1) 


union—not only to acquaint him 
with the problem of registration 
but to make sure that he gets, at 
home, a list of the issues and the 
voting record of his congressman 
and senators on those issues.” 
The publication will carry the 


| congressional voting on 21 different 


issues on which the AFL-CIO, or 
its predecessors, has taken a posi- 
tion. 

The COPE officials reported that 


| they saw evidence “of increased in- 


terest by union members in the 
election,” and that COPE’s dollar 
campaign is running at a good pace, 
with collectiins reported “a little 
ahead of 1954, a little below 1952.” 


See Error in Poll 

Kroll said that in view of many 
problems created by merger late 
last year, the record was most en- 
couraging. 

“As a result of those merger 
problems, COPE is still not going 
full speed, but it’s picking up rap- 
idly,” Kroll said. 

Both .the COPE officials were, . 
questioned about a story in News- . 
week Magazine that a majority of 
‘trade union members are planning 
to vote Republican in the presiden- 


| tial election—a story based on. sur- 


yeys. by newspaper political editors 
throughout the country and on a re- 
cent Gallup poll publication, 

Commented Kroll; “Jim Me- — 
Devitt and I talk to thousands of 
trade union members each year 
—but we've never yet talked to 
one who has been approached by 
a Gallup poll-taker.” 

Both indicated they felt there 
is a potentially heavy margin of 
error in the Gallup poll and in 
the writing of newspaper political 
experts. 

The COPE meeting: heard re- 
ports on primary contests during 
recent months, but neither COPE 
nor the Executive Council took any 
step towards recommending an 
AFL-CIO endorsement of any can- 
didate in the coming presidential 
campaign. 

The AFL-CIO position on issues 
will be presented to the platform 
committees of both the Democratic 
and Republican conventions during 
August, 

It is expected that the Executive 
Council will meet shortly after the 
two political conventions to review 
the issues. 

A meeting of the AFL-CIO Gen- 
eral Board—comprising members 
of the Executive Council and one 
principal officer from each affili- 
ated international union—will also 
meet sometime later this year. 
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NewAFL-CIOBuilding 
Dedicated by Ike 


> 
vy 


(Continued from Page 1) 
wealth and resource today,” Meany 
continued. 

An hour before the start of the 
exercises commenced at 11 o’clock 
_the throng gathered in the street 
opposite the new labor building. 
Leon Brusiloff’s band entertained. 
From the belfry of adjoining St. 
John’s Episcopal Church a carillon 
pealed its harmony. 

The members of the Executive 
Council, a small number of in- 
vited guests, some AFL-CIO de- 
partment heads were on the plat- 
form when the limousine bearing 
the national colors and the presi- 
dential flag rolled into the driveway 
of the building. 

Applause and cheers greeted the 
President as he stepped from his 
car followed by Labor Sec. James 
P.. Mitchell and Presidential Press 
Sec. James Hagerty. 

Behind the chief executive’s lim- 
Ousine came a touring car with 
Secret Service operatives. Camera 


‘Canada, Britain, 
ORIT Represented 


Official guests at the dedi- 
cation of the AFL-CIO’s new 
headquarters building came 
from other countries as well 
as from all parts of the U. S. 

Executive Vice Pres. Gor- 
don G. Cushing of the Cana- 
dian Labor Congress repre- 
sented the Intl. Confederation 
of Free Trade Unions, while 
CLC Sec.-Treas. Donald 
MacDonald represented that 
organization. 

Tom Gatés, of the Sea- 
men’s Union, was. delegated 
by the British Trades Union 
Congress, and Gen. Sec. Luis 
Alberto Monge represented 
the Inter-American Regional 
Organization of Workers 
(ORIT). 


flashes blinked as Eisenhower, his 
famous grin much in evidence, 
shook hands with AFL-CIO Sec.- 
Treas. William F. Schnitzler and 
the official reception committee. 


Flag ‘at. Half-Staff 

The President threw a quick 
glance at the attractive landscaping 
about the building and at the ta- 
pered steel flagstaff where the na- 
tional emblem and the AFL-CIO 
house flag floated at half staff in 
tribute to Vice Pres. Woll. 

Then he mounted the platform 
with the committee comprising four 
AFL-CIO vice presidents and lead- 
ers of their respective unions: Har- 
ry C. Bates of the Bricklayers, Wal- 
ter P. Reuther of the Auto Work- 
ers, Jacob S. Potofsky of the Cloth- 
ing Workers and Maurice Hutche- 
son of the Carpenters. 

Eisenhower was presented with 
a white carnation for his lapel by 
Meany as the two shook hands on 
the platforni. The band trumpeted 
the classic strains of “Hail to the 
Chief.” 

.Traffic in the street was halted 
during the exercises and hundreds 
of chairs were arranged for the 
guests. As many more hundreds 
stood behind tight cordons main- 


Hollander,. Murray 
Get N. Y. Fund Posts 


‘New York—Pres. Louis Hol- 
lander of the New York State In- 
dustrial Union Council and Pres. 
Thomas A. Murray of the State 
Federation of Labor have accepted 
vice chairmanships of the Greater 
New York Fund’s 1956 money- 
raising campaign. The goal is $10 
million to help 425 affiliated hos- 
pitals and health and welfare 
agencies. 


tained by Washington’s metropoli- 
tan policé and the Secret Service. 
Those who glanced skyward could 
see outlined the figures of police on 
adjacent rooftops as part of the 
normal security precautions exer- 
cised during a presidential appear- 
ance. 


Schnitzler Opens Program 

The honor of opening the pro- 
gram went to Schnitzler. This 
building, he said, is the realization 
of a dream come true. 

Schnitzler recalled that the build- 
ing authorized-in 1953 had been 
envisioned as a home for the AFL 
with the hope that someday it 


| might be the headquarters of a 


united labor movement. 

“It is, I believe,” the secretary- 
treasurer continued, “a tribute to 
the common sense of the leaders of 
labor gathered here on this plat- 
form that the merger of the AFL 
and the CIO was accomplished 
more rapidly than the construction 
of this building.” 

The building, he went on, will 
never be a mere thing of stone and 
steel. Rather, he said, “it is a sym- 
bol of the gains the trade unions 
have made in our free democracy; 
a symbol, too, of our hopes and as- 
pirations for the future.” 

The invocation followed, deliv- 
ered by Rev. C. Leslie Glenn, for- 
mer pastor of St. John’s Episcopal 
Church next door. The brief re- 
marks by Meany and Eisenhower 
over, the benediction was pro- 
nounced by Msgr. George G. Hig- 
gins, director of the social action 
department, National Catholic Wel- 
fare Conference. 

Ike Inspects Building 

Seventeen minutes from the time 
the program was opened, the Presi- 
dent descended from the platform 
and strode into the building where 
he admired the vast mural that 
dominates the lobby area. 

From there he was taken to the 
conference room on the first floor 
and to the executive offices of 
Meany and Schnitzler on the top 
story. Before going to the upper 
floor he stopped in the lobby to 
examine the bronze bas-relief “The 
Triumph of Labor” presented to 
the AFL in 1916 by the British 
Trades Union Congress. The bronze 
is framed in wood taken from 
Lord Nelson’s flagship, HMS Vic- 
tory. 

There was a homey touch to the 
occasion just before the two presi- 
dents left the platform. Passed up 
to her grandfather, 3-year-old Ei- 
leen Mayer put her hand trustingly 
into Meany’s and at his introduc- 
tion flashed a winning smile at 
Eisenhower. 

Newsreel and television cameras 
recorded the scene from a vantage 
point across the street. Some of 
the radio networks carried the af- 
fair “live” and others recorded it 
for presentation later, 


Leaflets, Posters 
Readied by COPE 


Four two-color leaflets and 
two four-color posters have 
been issued by the AFL-CIO 
Committee on Political Edu- 
cation and may be obtained 
from COPE, 6th floor, 815 
16th St., N. W., Washington 
6, D. C. 

The leaflets are aimed at 
plugging COPE’s voluntary 
contribution drive, the neces- 
sity of registering to vote, the 
part women should play in 
political education and farm- 
labor unity. The posters, 
both 22 by 28 inches, pro- 
mote getting union members 
registered so they can vote 
and voluntary contributions 
to COPE. 


Texts of Dedication Speeches: 


‘Labor Is the United States’--Ike 


Pres. Meany, my fellow Americans. I am de- 
lighted that I have been invited by Pres. Meany to 
pay this neighborly call from my place across the 
square, 

Now, we have been neighbors for quite a while— 
but as you know, the lease I have on 1600 is tem- 
porary. I have indicated my willingness to renew 
the lease for four years, and therefore my satisfac- 
tion. And one of the things I like so much are my 
neighbors. 

Regardless of my tenure in that house across the 
square, I express this hope: That I shall always be 
as welcome over here as the men on this platform 
will be over in my office to discuss anything of mu- 
tual interest to us both. 

I was delighted to hear Pres. Meany say that this 
building is dedicated, among other things, to those 
great labor leaders of the past who have done so 
much to advance the living standards of all Ameri- 
cans. I would like to pay my tribute to them. I 
know their spirit lives on in the hearts, souls and 
purposes of those who now lead the labor movement. 

I would like to pay special tribute to one who has 
recently passed away, Mr. Matthew Woll, who was 
my dear personal friend, and who worked so hard 
for the ideals you have heard expressed by the two 
speakers here this morning. 

Since I last visited you, at the cornerstone laying 
of this building, the most significant thing has been 
the merger of the AFL-CIO. There is great new 
strength thus available to the labor organization as 
a whole and its leaders. Vast opportunities open up 
before them, accompanied by a vast increase in re- 
sponsibility. 

The greatest of these responsibilities is of course 
tat there be sustained in this country and through 
this leadership, free democratic institutions in labor 
that are in keeping with our own national ideals and 
institutions. Labor organizations and government 


alike must serve the individual, and not seek to_ 
dominate it.. People are what count. 

Each individual here in this audience, your fellows 
throughout the entire population of America, is under 
our concepts more important than any. other single 
item in our whole galaxy of national assets. Dedi- 
cated to ‘the service of people—that is what both . 
labor and government must always be. 

The great essayist, Carlyle, pointed out “Labor is 
life.” In that great essay he pointed out that labor 
brings order out of chaos, that it leads to true knowl- 
edge. Labor creates patience and courage. Labor, 
makes men great. That is why he said “Labor 
is life.” rer ' 

I think we could add to that on our own account ° 
this morning, “Labor is the United States.” The 


_ men and women who with their minds, their hearts 


and their labors share the wealth that is 
this country, they are America, 

I am of course happy to be here at the dedication 
of this great building, as I was here at the corner. 
stone laying. But our deepest thoughts and our 
deepest purposes this morning do not deal with stone 
and mortar. They do not deal even alone with the 
glorious record of the labor movement in the past, 
with its accomplishments. They deal with our hopes, 
our prayers, our determination for the future. 

I think all of us would like to say this morning: 
When this building has completed its usefulness to 
the labor unions, when it has disappeared to make 
way for a new building, and the one after that has 
disappeared to make room for still another, that 
people—a people truly prosperous, secure, at peace, 
and above all free—will be permitted, will have the 
privilege of gathering at these ceremonies of corner 
stone laying and of dedication, and that they here 
may salute a free trade unionism which has cons 
tinued to make equal opportunity available to all, 


to all people, free, under a free nation, the United 
States of America. 


created in 


k Kk ok, 


‘We’re Proud of New Home -Meany 


It is a real honor to welcome the President of the 
United States and this distinguished assemblage to 
take part in the dedication of the new home of the 
American Federation of Labor and Congress of In- 
dustrial Organizations. 

‘We of the AFL-CIO are proud of this handsome 
structure. It is, we feel an outstanding example of 
modern American architecture as well as of the skill 
and ingenuity of the construction industry. 

But in a broader sense, there is much more to this 
building than steel and stone. Symbolically, it is 
founded upon the great traditions of American de- 
mocracy and constructed from the enduring philos- 
ophy of free trade unionism. It represents a monu- 
ment to past achievement and an instrumentality for 
future progress. 

The true significance of this occasion can best be 
measured by considering for a moment those to 
whom this building is dedicated and the ends toward 
which it is dedicated. 

Virst of all, it is dedicated to the founders of our 
movement, to those pioneers of long ago whose 
courage and sacrifices helped to establish and build 
the free trade union movement. 

It is they to whom all Americans are indebted 
for helping to develop the high standard of living 


which is the nation’s greatest wealth and resource 
today. 


This headquarters building of the AFL-CIO is like- . 
wise dedicated to its real owners—the 15 million 
American working men and women who are now 
united under the banner of the merged labor movee 
ment. 


Finally, it must be dedicated to the generations to 
come—to those who will carry on the banner of 
free trade unionism when we are gone. 


Principles are imperishable. To what principles, 
then, is this building dedicated? First, to the per- 
petuation of those priceless ideals that are embodied 
in the Constitution of our nation and the precious 
freedoms spelled out in the Bill of Rights. Secondly, 
to the preservation of peace. 


Finally, to the development of opportunity and 
human progress which can come only with freedom 
and peace. These are the essential elements of the 
philosophy of the free trade union movement which 
we have sought to cement into every brick and stone 
of this building. 

In this beautiful capital city of ours there are en- 
during monuments to the memory of Washington, 
Jefferson and Lincoln. 

I hope and trust that the trade union movement 
will always be inspired by the great ideals and prin- 
ciples espoused by these men to carry on for a better 
and ever better America. 


xk * ; 


‘Big Day in Labor’s Life’--Schnitzler 


Mr. President, Mr. Secretary, distinguished guests, 
ladies and gentlemen: This is a big day in the lives 
of all of us in the American Federation of Labor 
and Congress of Industrial Organizations. We are 
sincerely pleased that you have taken the time out 
of your busy lives to be with us on this occasion. 

We are gathered here today to dedicate this na- 
tional headquarters of the AFL-CIO. It is the real- 
ization of a dream we have long held. 

It was in September 1953, at the 72nd convention 
of the AFL, that the construction of this headquar- 
ters was authorized. Then we visualized it as a 
headquarters of the AFL. We hoped it would some- 
day be the headquarters of the combined labor move- 
ment. 

It is, I believe, a tribute'to the common sense of 
the leaders of labor gathered here on this platform 


that the merger of the AFL and the CIO was accom- 
plished more rapidly than the construction of this 
building. 

We are proud of this magnificent structure, but to 
us it will never be a mere thing of stone and steel. 
Rather it is a symbol—a symbol of the gains the 
trade unions have made in our free democracy; a 
symbol, too, of our hopes and aspirations for the 
future. 

They are the hopes and the aspirations of millions 
of workers who are seeking human dignity—a bit 
more of God’s sunshine—in their daily lives. As we — 
dedicate this structure we are, in a real sense, re- 
dedicating ourselves to a continuing determination - 
to achieve these goals. 

With the help of God and firm in our belief in © 
freedom and democracy, we shall not fail. i 
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-|Ike Dedicates, Inspects New Building — 
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MOSAIC MURAL IN LOBBY ATTRACTED ADMIRING APPRECIATION OF EVERYONE 


GIFT PLAQUE OF BRITISH LABOR TO OLD AFL DREW A PRESIDENTIAL TOUCH 


THE PRESIDENT, LABOR SEC. MITCHELL AND UNIONISTS ADMIRE THE CEILING OUR NEIGHBOR PRES. MEANY 
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. line force against Communist infiltration and aggression. 
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AFL-C10 NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, JUNE 9, 1956 


Matthew Woll 


apne DEATH OF MATTHEW WOLL deprives America and 


the free world of one of the veteran leaders of democratic labor. cn 


Matthew Woll gave his great services to the trade unions; and 


ar. 
re 


in his lifetime he saw America’s labor movement grow into a position | @g%s 


of strength and maturity on the national scene. 

The services which Matthew Woll performed were many. He 
was a leader for several decades of his own union, the Photo- 
engravers. He was a figure in labor journalism, and a stalwart 
builder of respect and support for the labor press. He recognized 
the workers’ need for greater security, and was an instrumental 
figure in the creation of the Union. Labor Life Insurance Co., 
whose function is to facilitate the’ development of union pension 
and welfare programs. 


‘Up to the time of his death, Matthew Woll headed the Union 


Label and Service Trades Dept., and through it he preached the| 


doctrine that workers should “buy union,” as well as “work 
union.” As an active and persévering fighter against the totalitarian 


doctrines of Soviet communism, he labored to build a stronger, |, 


more cohesive federation of the unions of the free world as a front- 
And in 
countless other projects—some big, some small—Matthew Woll 
worked without stint for labor’s cause. , 


As first vice president of the old AFL, he was a figure of major 
importance in that federation. With the creation of the unified 
AFL-CIO, he rejoiced in the ending of the 20-year split in the labor 
movement. His statesmanship and experience were valuable assets 
in the accomplishment of the merger. 


Harness the Atom! 


N 1954 the Eisenhower Administration turned over our program 
of developing atomic energy for commercial use to the private 
utilities. What has been the result? 


The British government, with an economic motive for pushing 
commercial atomic reactors, is far ahead of the United States. 

The Russians, with a propaganda reason for wanting to talk 
about “atoms for peace,” is far ahead of us. 

Our utilities aren’t moving—except to ask Congress for more 
concessions and subsidies. 

In endorsing the Gore bill for a government-run “crash” pro- 
gram, AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler urged a con- 
gressional committee: 

Let us drop in the atomic field the policy of waiting to see 
what the Russians do before formulating our policy. 

Let us be the ones who bring the blessings of the new source 
of energy to the entire world. 


If the Joint Congressional Committee on Atomic Energy will 
report the Gore bill, we will be on our way. 
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BRAWN FOR THE 
AFL-CIO NEws 


(The following is excerpted from 
a report in The Butcher Workman, 
monthly publication of the Amal- 
gamated Meat Cutters and Butcher 
Workmen, by Hilton E. Hanna, who 
spent several months in Nigeria 
and the Gold Coast helping trade 
unions there with their educational 
programs.) 


The drums are beating in Africa. 
The symbolic drummer-boy of 
Benin City (pronounced Bayneen), 
Nigeria, feverishly beats out a call 
to action no less crucial than the 
midnight ride of Paul Revere dur- 
ing the hectic days preceding Amer- 
ican Independence. 

From top to bottom and coast 
to coast the land is aflame with 
Nationalism and the spirit of in- 
dependence. The so-called “Dark 
Continent” is rapidly emerging from 
the midnight of obscurity into the 
limelight of publicity and the 
searching glare of world opinion. 


Signs Are Ciear 
From the vantage point of Ni- 
geria and the Gold Coast on the 
western shores of that great land- 
mass where this observer recently 
visited for 10 fully crowded weeks 


union movement of those countries 
the signs are clear—and all who 
care will heed—that the continent 
is rushing pell-mell toward a ren- 
dezvous with destiny. 

From every corner there come 
rumors and reports of seething 
unrest, violent discontent and un- 
yielding determination to change 
the status qua and quicken the 
tempo toward the hour of deci- 
sion. This new day will be 
ushered in by peaceful demo- 
cratic means if possible. 


The indications are, ~however, 
that it will come by whatever means 
may be necessary to bring about 
drastic changes in the way of life 
that has saddled the natives since 
colonialism first appeared on the 
continent. 


Happily for Nigeria and the Gold 
Coast, their hour of destiny ap- 
pears near at hand and seems about 


Labor Sparks Nigeria 


to be achieved through the less 
violent, though at times, quite tor- 
tuous and frustrating democratic- 
parliamentary-constitutional meth- 
ods. 

Developments in Nigeria and 
the Gold Coast serve either as an 
example of hope or one of despair 
and the forecast of intensified vio- 
lence in determining the future of 
the continent and possibly of that 
entire region of the world. 


Labor in Forefront 


In both Nigeria and the Gold 
Coast the labor movement and its 
leaders figured prominently in the 
formative drives of their countries 
for independence. Students of the 
labor movement point out, for ex- 
ample, that the trade unions of the 
Gold Coast formed the core and 
backbone of the Positive Action 
Movement which sparked the rise 
to power of the C. P. P. (Conven- 
tion People’s Party) and the present 
Nkrumah government. 

Similarly in Nigeria, the 1941 
and 1945 agitation for increase in 
the cost of living allowance, which 
was led by the Railway Workers’ 
Union, placed the organized work- 
ers in a strategic position to ex- 
ploit, or to be used in exploiting, 


as a fraternal guest of the trade’ the issue of colonialism to the full- 


5. SBE 153 ©1953 Ge Stary 
“I guess I should let my Union adjust 


my job prcesien.»° Every time I 
shoot off my mouth, I get my foot 
in it.” 


Freedom 


est extent as a means of gaining the 
ends they sought. It is no acci- 
dent, therefore, that a number of 
the “old war horses” of the trade 
union movement are also counted 
among the patriots of those coun- 
tries as they stride toward inde- 
pendence. 


The trade union movements of 
Nigeria and the Gold Coast are 
confronted with many major prob- 
lems. Among them are: 


1—The matter of finances and 
the constant struggle to collect 
dues regularly enough frcem 
young unions to keep them go- 
ing—as was also true of Ameri- 
can labor in its early years. 

2—The necessity of operating 
under a set of labor codes which 
in a number of provisions are 
outmoded but are not yet re- 
vised. 

3—The challenge of surviving 
in a social and economic climate 
where recognition of unions by 
private industry is pretty much 
the exception rather than the 
rule with the consequence that 
labor-management relations, that 
result in genuine collective bar- 
gaining and the settlement of 
grievances as is common in the 
United Siates of America, are 
still “a foreign idea,” practically 
unknown. 


Frequently, the patience of the 
workers becomes overtaxed under 
pressure of the rising costs of liv- 
ing and breaks out in a rash of 
strikes and work sfoppages, such 
as have been plaguing both Nigeria 
and the Gold Coast in recent 
months. 


On the other hand, it must be 
noted that the unions, in general, 
exercise considerable restraint and 
endure what might be considered 
more than pormal hardships in or- 
der not to embarrass the govern- 
ment and prevent it from getting 
on with the main business of in- 
dependence. 


As a responsible labor leader de- 
clared, “Once we have independ- 
ence, there will be time enough to 
take care of wages and such other 
matters.” 
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AFL-CIO, NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. CG. 
Saturday, June 9, 1956 
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SOME 2,500 GUESTS CROWDED INTO WASHINGTON’S SIXTEENTH ST. FOR PRES. 


ts SS ee ee ad A Be . 


arse eT i ae 


EISENHOWER’S DEDICATION OF THE AFL-CIO BUILDING 


New Building Complements ‘Church of Presidents’ 


Labor’s new home on Sixteenth Street in Washington was designed to comple- 
ment the “Church of the Presidents,” a capital landmark that stands next door. 

It was the wish of the AFL officials in consultation with the architects that the 
new structure would not be allowed to dominate or conceal historic St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, across Lafayette Park from the White House. 

Square piers, purposely smaller and shorter, were used at the main entrance to 
the new building so as not to compete with the round columns and fine colonnade 
of the church. 

The AFL-CIO headquarters is executed in pink Tennessee marble. Inside, the 
two-story lobby features a mosaic mural 51 by 17 feet, dedicated to the triumph of 
man over machines. 

The lobby floor has a seal of the organization 10 feet in diameter imbedded in 
its center. On the street floor, as well, is a large, handsomely appointed conference 
room, a television broadcast room and the library. 


Offices of the various AFL-CIO departments are located.on the other floors. 
Some international unions also occupy space in the new structure. 

The eighth story with its commanding view of some of the capital’s most famous 
sites features the executive offices of Pres. George Meany and Sec.-Treas. William F. 
Schnitzler and their staffs. : 

The Executive Council room is also situated on the eighth floor. The beautiful 
room has a marble floor, a molded ; aster ceiling and its walls are paneled with 
African white mahogany. A specially designed table, elliptical in shape and measur- 
ing 16 by 34 feet, permits more than 30 members to sit down at once and each can 
see every other member present. 

Under the building is a two-story garage with a capacity of 130 cars. A hydraulic 
elevator takes the cars from the sub-cellar to the cellar from which a ramp leads 
out onto Sixteenth Street. 

The building is completely air conditioned. Interior partitions are of steel and 
are movable. Three self-service elevators operate from the lobby. 


LIVING MEMORY of past leaders of American la- 


; Depicted are Philip Murray (left), late CIO president; 
bor is honored with carved wood plaques in lobby. | William Green (center), long-time AFL president, and 


Samuel Gompers, AFL founder. Ralph Menconi was 
sculptor, John M. Heinrich the carver. 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. CG 
Saturday, June 9, 1956 . Magazine Feature Section 


Making Ends Meet: 


VETERAN postal clerk Herman Roth of Larchmont, N. Y., is one 
of 33 outstanding silversmiths of the U.S. 


Roth, a Postal Clerk, 
Ranking Silversmith 


Herman Roth, member of Post Office Clerks Local 1661 em- 
ployed at the Larchmont, N. Y., post office for 25 years, has a 
reputation among postal patrons there of being a courteous, friendly 
and helpful clerk. 

He also has an outstanding reputation in a quite different field— 
the world of art—ranking among the top 33 contemporary American 
silversmiths whose works are on display in various museums and 
art exhibitions throughout the country. 

Using the same skillful technique of hammering out silver objects 
as America’s Paul Revere of Revolutionary fame, Roth has created 
countless beaten silver objects such as bowls, pitchers, trays, urns, 
coffee sets and other pieces. 

Some of Roth’s art is being shown in the American Jewelry and 
Related Objects exhibit being circulated in museums throughout the 
United States by the Smithsonian Institution of Washington, D. C., 
and some has been shown at the Royal Museum in Montreal, 
Canada. 

Roth now teaches designing and jewelry making at the Museum 
of Modern Art in New York City. In 1954 he was guest instructor 
at the Kent State University, Ohio, and previously taught under an 
adult education program in Mamaroneck, N. Y., and at the “Y” in 
New York. He is president of the New Rochelle Art Assn. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roth have restyled the living room of their Larch- 
mont Gables apartment into a workshop where he creates his pieces 
from original drawings to the final wipe of the polishing cloth. 


SAFE DRIVERS get awards from National Safety Council, Milo 
Wood, transportation superintendent for-Pabst Brewery (left), pre- 
sents awards to two members of Brewery Workers Local 9. Re- 
ceiving his award is Edward Bergeron for.15 years’ daily accident- 
free driving, and John Janto, 14 years of highway safety, is next in 
line. Howard Maxson, NSC official, looks on. 


Be Wary When Buying Chicken 


- By Nancy Pratt 
L™® chicken? Then you had better pay special 
attention to an increasingly important problem. 
The problem is that chicken and other poultry do 


| not get the same kind of health inspection that other 


meats do—and unscrupulous operators are taking 
advantage of the 
slack regulations to 
foist sick and dis- 
eased poultry on the 
unwary consumer. 

Conditions in one 
area, Oregon, re- 
cently became so 
bad, that members 
of the Meat Cutters 
and Butcher Work- 
men’s Union in 
poultry plants 
theatened to strike 
because the potltry 
was of such unheal- 
thy quality. ‘ 

Why have such conditions developed? The an- 
swer simply is that shoddy dealers have found a 
bonanza in sick-chicken traffic. They can get such 
birds for next to nothing and sneak them in on the 
public at healthy-bird prices. 

The underlying reason these dealers get away with 
such practices is fundamentally the almost complete 
lack of poultry inspection. 

The federal agency that does most of what pOUny, 


How to Buy: 


processing inspection does exist is the Agricultural 
Marketing Service of the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, 
But it has no powers. It can inspect only plants of 
those who ask for it and pay for it. 

As a result, there is inspection of only about 20 


per cent of the poultry processing industry. Even - 


at that, Agriculture Dept. inspection is chiefly to 
grade the poultry for the guidance of the processors 
rather than to enforce standards for consumers. Its 
standards are not as high as they should be. 
xk ko * 
NOTHER agency, the Food and Drug Admin. 

a. istration, enters the picture, too, because it has 
authority over adulterated and contaminated foods, 
However, it does not have enough money or author- 
ity to give consumers adequate protection. 

A bill has been introduced in Gongress to meet 
this problem. It is meeting stiff opposition from 
some parts of the industry which would rather not 
be bothered with inspection—even though this plays 
into the hands of unscrupulous operators and jeop- 
ardizes the public as well as the reputation of the 
entire industry. 

Meanwhile, until the necessary legislative safe- 
guards are developed, what can the housewife do to 
avoid serving diseased poultry to her family? 

The answer lies largely in being extra cautious in 
buying. Try to buy from reputable stores, and if 
possible avoid frozen pre-packed birds. And where 
you do see the USDA seal on poultry, it does count 
as evidence that the processor meets at least certain 
basic health standards. 
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A Fair Price for Eye Glasses 


by Sidney Margolius 

HIS department has received complaints from 

- four local unions of optical workers about its 
recent report on high prices charged for eyeglasses 
by some dispensers. Spokesmen for these unions in 
the main point out that while they do not condone 
excessive charges, they are concerned that wage- 
earners will seek out “quickie eye parlors” or dis- 
pensers using inferior materials, to save on glasses. 
This was not our intent. Our report reflected 
many complaints this department has received from 
wage-earners about charges of $30 to as much as 
$57 for glasses in various areas. It was intended 
to warn wage-earners of malpractices which add to 
the price they pay without any real recompense for 
the workers in the industry. Such malpractices in- 
clude kickbacks to eye doctors, unfair profiteering 
and excessive charges for buying glasses on credit, 
which have made buying a pair of glasses a real fi- 
nancial hardship for many moderate-income families. 

eB = = 


EBASTIAN J. REBALDO, business manager of 
United Optical Workers Union, IUE, advises: 
“We believe working people should be able to buy 
glasses at reasonable prices and that they shall not 
be made to pay exorbitant or unreasonable prices. 
However, many specifications must be met. The 
examining doctor must devote an adequate time and 
meet all testing requirements. He must prescribe 
proper glasses and should inform the patient of what 
materials the glasses will be made, whether of first, 
second or third quality. First quality materials are 
vital for vision and health. It is also important that 
both doctor and patient make sure the glasses are 
made by skilled optical laboratory technicians. 

“There is another important phase of the optical 
industry. The factory workers who manufacture 
the frames for eyeglasses need skill to make frames 
to specifications in sizes and measurements and the 
finished product should be high quality. 

“The professional man who examines eyes, the 
skilled technician and factory worker certainly have 
the right, for their skill and knowledge, to earn a 
living wage and have good working conditions.. The 
public can be served best by good work standards. 

“We believe prices of glasses should be reasonable 
but we do not believe prices should be set at a level 
that would make it impossible for optical workers 
to earn a living wage or have good working condi- 
tions 


“Anyone obtaining glasses should ask himself 

three questions: 
“1. Has a reasonable time been spent in examin- 

ing my eyes? 

“2. Has adequate time and consideration been 
given by the fitter to the frame and materials? 

“3. Have I been assured in any way that the 
lenses I am wearing are union-made and meet the 
highest optometric standards? 


“Omission of any of these three, in our opinion, 
means that you have bought a pair of eyeglasses but 
not proper eye care. 

“We should not be taken in by so-called ‘plans’ 
and price inducements. Only when we know that 
we are getting proper examination, fitting and work- 
manship, by skilled doctors, technicians and factory 
workers can we feel certain that we are getting satis- 


factory eye care. All these factors should be in- 
vestigated before accepting any plan or price in- 
ducement. 

“Today we find some employers in our industry, 
like many others, who have had no experience in the 
industry and do not maintain the desirable high pro- 
fessional standards. Yet, some labor organizations 


accept plans and services of mediocre quality not . 


knowing whether or not they are unionized or 
whether they give their members the finest optical 
care and material. 

“If the leadership of labor organizations and the 
public in general exercises care in the selection of 


eye-care needs, many evils in our industry could be - 


eliminated. There are employers who use appren- 


tices as technicians and dispensers. In many cases: 


these employers make exorbitant profits by using 
inexperienced personnel and second and third-quality 
materials. There are also employers who buy job 
lots, outmoded styles and factory rejects at a small 
price. In these instances, the public isn’t aware of 


. these factors. Some establishments that have op- 


tical plans or price inducements do not always buy 
union-made products. 

“The best way labor organizations can service 
their eye-care needs is to consult the local optical 
union involved for information that would give their 
membership full protection for their eyes and health.” 

* * * 


ILLIAM G. SEROTA, Vice-President of the 

International Jewelry Workers Union, ex- 
pressed concern that low prices mentioned previously 
would injure working conditions in the industry. 
Mr. Serota reported that in checking with an average 
wholesale house in Philadelphia, which fills prescrip- 
tions, “the cost of an ordinary pair of single-vision 
lenses of a decent quality is $5.35, and a plain frame 
made by American. labor, costs approximately $5," 
plus 40-50 cents for a case. 

The original article suggested $12 as a reasonable 
retail price for ordinary Single-vision glasses (not 
including exam) and furthér noted that the national 
average is $18. If the $12 figure is too low, as 
several optical representatives have suggested, it is 
still the charges of well over $18 which have aroused 
the concern of many wage-earners. 


The truth is, union standards are not responsible 
for high prices charged for eye glasses by some 
concerns. This writer’s investigations over a 
period of years indicate that excessive prices 
charged in some cases have no relationship to ac- 
tual costs of materials and workmanship. You 
can get eyeglasses in some union shops employing 
highly-skilled technicians for less than in some 
non-union shops. 


Optical Technicians Local 18791, currently in- 
volved in a grueling lockout and strike for a pension 
plan, reported in San Francisco Labor that the plan 
would cost only about seven cents per pair of glasses, 
assuming even this was passed on to the consumer. 
This local also said the independent figures it ob- 
tained confirmed the costs cited in this department’s 
original report on the eyeglasses problem. Too, 
union-made lenses cost no more and in some cases 
even less than non-union lenses. (As this department 
previously noted, it is an additional safeguard to deal 
with a union shop to be certain: ‘skilled technicians 
make your glasses.) i 
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Soup to Nonsense: 
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1| Tests for Your Tots Helio rer: 
: . : é ’ 
al By Jane Goodsell room having a fight or three houses down the street, L f Kh 
e. P ARENTS of a new baby almost always buttonhole will appear promptly to announce that they’re all oves @) ayyarimn 
of the doctor to ask the same anxious question: ae to go, a Mey going to be ae en * a @ 
“Does it have all its fingers and toes?” — is same ball game may utilized to ca T W th V 
0 As the child grows older, its parents are assailed parents’ fears that their child is the victim of ‘9 dread eems 1 1gOr 
1 by new worries. One of these is the growing convic- disease because he refuses to eat. By Paul Patrick 
= Wend of beatiig, Mc Mesud wily enieMigteatene, scrutive sndae SUR oo eee Se Dh A Satie 
* This alarm is day; and that he has pushed all of them aside with period in your life you’ve encountered briefly at least one of 
brought on by such the plaintive announcément that he isn’t hungry. Is the sensuous quatrains of the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam and then 
incidents as the fol- the child sick? gone on your way to more mundane problems such as the cost of 
lowing typical ex- The answer is yes if he can sit through the first |living and what’s got into the astonishing Pittsburgh Pirates? 
as ample: inning without demanding at least one each of the| So if you never quite fell for “A Jug of Wine, a Loaf of Bread— 
s. Mother (speaking fol!owing: ice cream sticks, candy bars, bags of pea-|and Thou” being “Paradise enow,” you'll be pleased to learn that 
T= in a normal, conver- nuts and popcorn, and hot dogs with lots of mustard. | Paramount’s large scale production # 
sational tone and kK kk titled “The Loves of Omar Khay: 
et standing about two- ane is yam” is not just an attempted 
m feet away) tells the HE average child is also apt to provide his parents | 4a matization of The Rubaivat 
ot child to get washed with plenty of cause for worry about his vision. it is, teatnbal lorful . 
ys up for dinner. When For instance, the child is sent upstairs to pick up the ey ey eee seoclgied 
p- the child appears at clothes kicking around on the floor of his room. ture film laid in eleventh century 
he the dinner table, ob- | When his mother goes to check on the job, she | Persia and it teems with lusty vig 
viously unwashed, finds a sock, two handkerchiefs, an undershirt and a | OT; red - blooded thrills, intrigue 
‘e- mother asks why the pajama top still lying on the floor. melodrama and suspense. 
to child did not o as he was told. Child, with genuine The child, presented with the evidence, replies that| |The picture, now in production 
sincerity, replies that he didn’t hear her, = he didn’t see it. Is the child’s vision at fault? presents Omar, portrayed by Cor 
in Therefore, the child must be hard of hearing, isn’t ’ The following test ‘may prove helpful in determin- | nel Wilde, not so much as a weav. 
if he? The answer is no. ; ing the answer: A child of 2 should spot a half-eaten |er of immortal lyrics but in his’ 
re To save parents the expense of consulting an ear candy bar lying in the gutter at 20 paces. A child of other roles as a : 
ne é 5 ; mare ‘ patriot and man 
nt specialist, a simple experiment may be conducted in 6 should not pass within 15 blocks of a gum machine OE action Who sas aides Sa 
in one’s own home. without seeing it. A child of 10 should read a bill- Shah’ rabble: xf 
Parents, sitting side by side on the davenport and board 10 blocks away announcing the arrival of a pad: cote an ewe loger, math- 
speaking in sneaky whispers, discuss’ the possibility of _ circus. ematician and strategist, a free and 
taking the children to the ball game that evening. No child of any age should be expected to see the | POSitive thinker. 
Normal children, whether they are in the next dirt under his fingernails. panes 9 devotees will be glad 
to know that many of Omar’s pas- 
For Your Hea lth’s Sake: sionate words are woven into love 
| r . et gous ~ and the gentle 
ins arain, playe orgeous Debra 
=| Teamwork in Medical Care = ahve 
By Dr. Morris Brand Clinic in Hanover, Mass., and others. There are Others prominent in the cast are 
, , about 700 clinics operating in the nation at this time. Michael Rennie, as Hasani, a se- 
ROUP medical practice, also known as team- : ce teee - cret leader of the Assassins, a mur- 
work medical care, refers to a group of physi- Well organized and administrative medical teams derous calt of t : : : 
cians with skills in several fields of medical care who Understand that their strength (medical knowledge f ee 
have formed a partnership or association and are 44 skills) is augmented many times by this profes- rom inside the country for the 
practicing medicine in a medical center. sional union. They also understand that a group is | OV¢rthrow of its government; Ray- : 
: Included ina 2° Strong as its weakest link. mond Massey, as the Shah; John , 
well-organized medi- They therefore seek to obtain fully qualified physi-| Derek as the Shah’s son; Yma Debra Paget 
tinh sae = and specialists who are well trained and experi- Sumac, as Karima, a favorite wife of the Shah, who incidentally has 
cal laboratory, x-ray enced and have personalities which will not only be| identical twins among the many wives in his harem. 
facilities and all oth- pe ce with regard to patients, but also to their)’ This production is the pet project of Frank Freeman, Jr., who’s 
er. facilities - neces-  C°n©#8U°S- rae he been working on it for five years. Joining him two years ago was 
. sary to provide to- writer Barre Lyndon. Together they delved deep into the history, 
tal medical care to Te advantages of group practice to the physicians | folk lore and legend of Persia to uncover all they could about its 
ambulatory. patients. are that they have available at all times for formal | Most famous individualist and personality, Omar Khayyam. The 
There are several and informal consultations and discussions the other | director is William Dieterle. 
types of medical specialists and all diagnostic and therapeutic facilities} A few days ago they photographed what was listed on the studio’s 
srour gag pier einem with diagnostic and therapeutic | “call sheet” as “the harem bath scenes” for this movie. It was 
Clinics, fees are col- The advantages to the patients are many—not only ay a ogden ra the set would be “closed” to all except 
lected from patients those stated above, but the assurance that the physi- Feeli cules ite , P 4 
in the usual manner ‘cians selected are of high calibre and fully qualified, ing certain that at least pame of my readers would be inter- 
—each doctor estab- _ that the medical group is in a better position than the ested to learn what Frank Freeman’s research had uncovered con- 
lishing his own fee in accordance with the patient’s sole practitioner to provide total care to the total indi- | ¢™1N8 Persian baths vis-a-vis Turkish or American, I tried to do 
ability to pay; in some there is an established sched- vidual, that all the ambulatory services are provided | MY duty and get onto the set. But they insisted that all columnists 
ule of fees; some medical groups like those affiliated in one center, thus avoiding numerous visits to many | Were barred for some silly reason or other. 
with the Health Insurance Plan of Greater New offices, laboratories, etc. I guess we'll just have to wait until the film is released in the 
York (HIP), receive their fees on the per capita basis Medical group practice will become more and more | theatres—but in the meantime I’m considering becoming a motion 
from the HIP which collects the premiums. the method by which medical care will be provided in | picture cameraman. — 
Finally, the groups sponsored by unions do not the future for the reason that no matter how good x** xk 
collect fees from their members—the cost of the the individual family physician may be, he can no THs is positively the last mention here of Bridey Murphy—at 
services is covered by either employer contributions longer provide adequate and full medical care alone least for a while: Teresa Wright has been signed by Paramount 
alone or in combination with an employe contribu- adequately. ; Bic. Longa Skea 
to play the role of Ruth Simmons, the Colorado housewife who 
tion. He must make use of specialists and diagnostic * “6 
Medical group practice is not of recent origin. It facilities to provide modern medical care to his pa- supposedly was regressed to the 18th century by hypnosis. Oth- 
dates back many years and is best exemplified by the - tients. There is no more efficient manner of providing | °S who will play Bridey in different age brackets are Ruth Robinson 
well-known Mayo Clinic, Crile Clinic, Ross-Loss total care than by a medical group in a fully equipped (4), Dennise Freeborn (8), Eileen Janssen (teenager), Helen Hill 
” _ Clinic, Labor Health Institute in St. Louis, Hitchcock center. (66). 
3 : kkk 
“ M< GM needs 45 Little League baseball players—13 of them south- 
is paws — for the forthcoming production of “Father’s Little 
= Leaguer,” starring Tom Ewell. The picture will be based on an 
original short story and screen play by Nat Benchley, son of the late 
. famous humorist, Robert Benchley. 
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7 FOUR-YEAR SCHOLARSHIPS worth $4, 800 each were awarded four children of members of Build- 
ses ing Service Employes Local 32-B, New York, at a luncheon attended by winners and parents. 
ent Shown at presentation ceremony are (from left) Robert P. Imbelli and Joan M. Quinlan, who will 
eal study at Fordham University; Dir. John D. Connors of the AFL-CIO Dept. of Education; Kath- anak fereek bovek 
ans leen P. Farrell, who plans to attend the College of Mt. St. Vincent; Pres. David Sullivan of Local] “ ——_ 
32-B, and Patrick J. Gavin, who will go to Manhattan College. ave you nese ‘tion Meus sis veh vitals to hai 
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SANDWICHES AND COFFEE are standard fare at the Auto Workers’ Retired Workers’ Drop-In 


Center in the hall of Local 212 in Detroit. Enjoying them are (left to right) Archie Baker, 74, re- 
tired miember of Fleetwood Local 15; Roman Ziarnek, 79, pensioned member of Local 254, and Henry 


Fark, 79, a Plymouth Local 51 pensioner. 


Between the Drop-In Center and special reduced bus 


fares, retired Detroit workers are living out their lives more fully as active citizens of the community. 


Retired Get Bus 


Detroit—Retired workers in the greater metro- 
politan Detroit area are now able to ride the mu- 
nicipally-owned buses at half-fare, thanks to the 
vigorous support given the reduced-fare plan by 
local trade unions. 

A large number of unions, including the Auto 
Workers, the Wayne County Industrial Union Coun- 
cil, the Amalgamated Clothing Workers, the Team- 
sters, the Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way Em- 
ployes, and the Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen, 
either endorsed or actively supported the plan, which 
went into effect in May for a four-month trial period. 


Special Fare Permit 

Under this plan, which was first proposed three 
years ago by the Steering Committee of the UAW 
Retired Workers Council, all retired persons in the 
metropolitan area who are 65 or older and who do 
not have a regular income aside from social security 
and union-negotiated pensions, can obtain a special 
reduced fare permit card, entitling them to ride most 
city buses of Detroit’s DSR System for 10 cents, 
one way, with free transfer privileges, during non- 
rush hours. 

The regular bus fare in Detroit is 20 cents, one 
way. 

The retired workers’ proposal gained little head- 
way until last November when UAW Pres. Walter A. 
Reuther sent a letter to Detroit’s Mayor Albert E. 
Cobo, again advancing the proposal. 

In his letter, Reuther said the plan would not only 
help retirees living on tight budgets, but would also 
bolster the financially hard-pressed transit system, 
whose buses run half-empty during off-hours. 

The Reuther letter, which was published in the 
daily press, brought hundreds of communications 
from individuals and groups, supporting the proposal. 
Endorsements came not only from union locals but 
from many church, civic, fraternal, nationality, vet- 
erans and social service groups. 


Four-Month Trial Period zl 

The reduced-fare plan thereupon received the 
blessings of a unanimous Detroit Common Council, 
and Mayor Cobo declared that he, too, favored the 
plan. The city’s DSR Commission, an autonomous 
agency which sets policy for the municipal bus sys- 
tem, approved the plan and decreed that it be tried 
out for a period of at least four months. 


Fare Break 

As soon as the commission announced its decision, 
the UAW’s Recreation Department and the Wayne 
County IUC declared that they would underwrite 
the cost of printing the special permit cards and 
would supply the plastic holders for them. 

Detroit’s public libraries were designated as regis- 
tration centers for the retirees, and volunteer workers 
recruited by the UAW. registered the retirees and 
issued the permits. Aside from UAW members and 
retirees themselves, volunteers were sent by the Red 
Cross, League of Women Voters, UAW women’s 
auxiliaries, Democratic Party, PTA’s and similar 
organizations. 

There are an estimated 50,000 pensioners in the 
metropolitan area who could qualify for the reduced 
fare permits. Of these, more than 17,000 registere? 


during the first six days of registration. The registra- 
tion process is being continued for another week and 
a half. 

Retirees holding the permit are allowed to ride at 
half-fare weekdays from 9:30 a. m. to 2 p. m. and 
from 7 p. m. to midnight; from 7 p. m. on Saturdays 
and all day Sundays and holidays. 


a 

RETIRED WORKERS in Detroit now get a spe- 
cial pass that enables them to ride buses at half- 
fare during off-hours. That’s what Roman Ziarnek 
(right), 79-year-old retired member of Auto Work- 
ers Local 254, is showing bus driver Clarence 
McCall. He’s on his way to the UAW Retired 
Workers’ Drop-In. Center in the basement of 
Local 212’s hall. 
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Setaak and Butter Facts: 
Big Business Piling 
Up Greater Profits 


by Seymour Brandwein 
‘Economist, Dept. of Research 
fb per large corporations have reaped the lion’s share of the 
benefits of economic expansion over recent years. This is 
pointed up again by the profit reports for the first quarter of 1956, 
The increase over the same quarter last year is about 121% per. 


scent, according to a tally made by the Wall Street Journal of the 


after-tax profits of 485 leading corporations. 
Actually, this increase was held down by the decline in the 
auto industry. If the decline in the auto group is excluded, then 
the combined net profits of the other major companies add up to 
an increase of some 20 percent. 
Either increase figure, the 1212 or 20 percent, is an impressive 
gain in any circumstances. This year such an increase is even 
more remarkable because it has been achieved on top of the 
huge profit advances last year. The large corporations have 
not only been maintaining last year’s record profit levels, but 
have been booming ahead to still higher ones. 
The extent of the profit rise can be seen in better perspective 
from comparisons over a two-year period: the first-quarter profits 
of large corporations in 1956 are running more than 50 percent 
higher than the profits at the same time two years ago. 
Look at some of the individual examples: In the first quarter 
of this year United States Steel made 43 percent more than in the 
same quarter in 1955—and 133 percent more than in the first 
quarter of 1954. 
Similarly, International Business Machines has boosted its profits 
this year 34 percent over the first quarter 1955 level—and 51 per- 
cent over the same period in 1954. . 
Even in the auto industry, which has slumped from last year’s 
record-breaking sales level, profits are still well ahead of those in 
1954 and earlier years. The after-tax profits of General Motors, 
for example, declined 9 percent in this year’s first quarter from last 
year’s, but were still 49 percent higher than in the same quarter in 
1954 and 87 percent more than in 1953. 
1. table below lists these and other examples of the first-quarter 
profit records of some of the leading industrial giants. It all 
adds up to dramatic evidence of the fact that the largest companies 
have been growing and profiting to a far greater extent than other 

ports of the economy. 
Increase in After-Tax Profits 


(Millions) 
1st-Quarter 1956 vs: 

Ist Q. 1st. Q. 

Company 1955 1954 
Aluminum Co. of America .......+.-2 15 202 
PT cnn ptaiad diewaesenaeeaenn.. ae 29 
Firestone Tire and Rubber .......... 29 44 
SRE CONES ccccccsecccesoccse 8 15 
General Motors .......++++e++2 Down 9 49 
International Business Machines ...... 34 $1 
Ee a» 3 140 
Pittsburgh Plate Glass ...ccccccccce 2 118 
Standard Oil of New Jersey ......... 16 39 
Union Carbide and Carbon .........2 27 69 
NN cn ke ee tee. kat wens aie oe 133 


Vets Paid Average 
Of $11,800 for Homes 


The average veteran who bought a home with the help of a Gl 
loan in 1954 or 1955 paid just under $11,800 for it. 

He was 32 years old and his income, before deductions, was 
$493.80 a month—of which $96.75 
or 19.6 percent— went for his 
monthly housing expense, a recent 
survey by the Veterans Adminis- 
tration showed. 

Most. of the time he made a 
down payment despite the lure of 
new homes he could have had with- 
out one. In 1954 the proportion of 
loans made on no-down payment 
purchases was 28 percent, while in 
1955 it climbed to 40 percent. 


If he bought a new home with 
a down payment, he paid an aver- 
age of $13,204 for his house. If 
he put nothing down, he paid an 
average of $11,204. i 

If he bought an existing home 
with a down payment, the price 
he paid was $11,608, the survey 
showed, while if he did not make 
a payment, it cost him $9,381. 


“UNION MAID” -A Serial Story 


{ THIS IS AN INTERESTING ROBOT, \ 
PROFESSOR--- HOWEVER, | COULD 
SUGGEST SOME CHANGES IN 

f THE APPEARANCE --- 


4 | 
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WHATS THIS 
GADGET? 


ITS A CONTROL 
BOX--PRESS A 
BUTTON! 


Pp -THIS COMPANY 


—By Bill Perkins 


/ \T LOOKS LIKE . 
WE'LL HAVE TO MAKE 
A LOT OF CHANGES!!! 
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Page Eleven 


—/T'5 YouR— 
WASHINGTON 
Willard Shellon a 


THIS IS A STORY of the way “sleeper” amendments are some- 
times sneaked through the House or Senate: ° 

The Senate had a hot, hard two days of debate on the highway 
bill. A major issue was whether the committee-approved bill would 
be amended to write in a Davis-Bacon provision requiring contrac- 
tors to pay their workers the “prevailing wage,” area by area, as 
determined by the secretary of labor. ’ ; 

Sen. William F. Knowland (R-Calif.), Pres. Eisenhower’s floor 
leader, opposed the idea of letting a Republican labor secretary, 
James P. Mitchell, make the findings of fact on prevailing wages. 

It wasn’t that he didn’t trust Mitchell, he explained, but he 
thought 48 state highway commissioners would be better equipped 

o the job. 
.° by : tie vote of 39 to 39, the Senate split on Knowland’s 
“states’ rights” amendment. Vice Pres. Nixon broke the tie and 
owland apparently had won. 

~* little pel teins, Democrats led by Sen. Dennis Chavez 
(N. M.) reversed the whole thing. They forced through another 
amendment, by a 42-to-37 vote, giving the power to the secretary 
. BY THIS TIME IT WAS LATE in the afternoon and Sen. Albert 
Gore (D-Tenn.), who was handling the bill on the floor, announced 
that only one “controversial” amendment remained and that this 
would be delayed for a vote for an hour or an hour and a half. : 

He told the senators, in short, to go get dinner. The presumption 
was that there would be a quorum call to get them back to the floor 
in time to vote on the remaining “controversial” amendment. 

At this moment, with nearly all senators absent, Sen. J. William 
Fulbright (D-Ark.) pulled an adroit parliamentary trick. ; 

He sent another amendment to the clerk, apparently with no dis- 
closure to Gore as to its significance, and the clerk droned out the 
language. ‘ “i M 

Gore explained later that he had been guilty of an “error. 

He didn’t know what Fulbright’s amendment contained, he did 
not realize that it was pure dynamite, and he turned to Sen. Harry 
Byrd (D-Va.) and said, “You take care of this one.” 

Byrd “took care” of it, all right. He let it go through without 
calling Gore’s attention to its importance. 

Sen. George Bender (R-O.) contributed by getting up, cracking 
some jokes and suggesting that the Senate hurry up and vote. 

Gore was still conferring with other senators, trying to work out 
compromises on the one remaining so-called “controversial” amend- 
ment, and he failed utterly to comprehend what Fulbright, Byrd and 
Bender were doing to him and the highway bill. 

There was no quorum call. 

The amendment went through by voice vote, without objection. 
And what it did was to gut the effect of the Chavez “prevailing 
wage” amendment approved after hours of debate and a sharp, 
hard fight. 

FULBRIGHT’S AMENDMENT PROVIDED that the Labor 
Dept.’s “prevailing wage” findings should be subject to “judicial 
review.” 

Judicial review for wage scales on roads built with federal money 
would be, as Labor Sec. Mitchell said two days later, “administra- 
tively impossible.” 

The highways would be built, cars would be wearing them out, 
the working force on a contract would be widely scattered before 
the courts finished their three-year or four-year “review.” 

Hours later Sen. Paul H. Douglas (D-Ill.) led a fight to get the 
Fulbright amendment reconsidered, but it was very late at night, 
only 69 senators could be found, and Knowland successfully got the 
motion to reconsider tabled by a 36-to-33 vote. 

Fulbright had. put through his “sleeper.” 

Presumably the sleeper was subject to being knocked out in 
House-Senate conference committee. 

In the meantime Mitchell could not explain why, since he favored 
clear-cut Labor Dept. decisions on prevailing wages, Knowland as 
GOP floor leader persistently fought that idea and Nixon, second- 
ranking member of the Executive Dept., actually cast a temporarily 
decisive vote against it. ‘ 


‘Nation’s Number One Heel’ 
Refuses to Discuss ‘Pact 


Winchester, Va.—More than 400 strikers here are convinced of 


the truth in their employer’s slogan that O’Sullivan’s is the “Nation’s 
Number One Heel.” 

Members of Rubber Workers‘ ' 
Local 511 walked out May 13 after} More than doubled any wage boost 
the O'Sullivan Rubber Corp., rub-| received in the last five years. 
ber heel and sole manufacturer,| Average wages in the plant are 
refused to discuss terms of a new| $1.48 an hour as against about 
contract with them or even with| $1.85 an hour in the rest of the 
the Federal Mediation and Con-| industry. 
Ciliation Service. Solid support of the strike was 

The strikers were advised that| affirmed by the merger convention 
the firm would deal with them in-|of the Virginia State AFL-CIO 
dividually at the plant gate or back} which was told that strikers “ob- 
at their work but never across aj ject to being paid scabs.” It was 
bargaining table and added that|explained that molds and forms 
those not returned to their jobs by| from other struck firms around the 
June 8 were automatically dis-|country have been accepted by 
charged. O’Sullivan’s in the past and the 

The union demanded a 10-cent-| workers compelled to work with 
an-hour increase which would have | them. 


Morgan Says: 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of Edward P. Morgan, ABC com- 
mentator, sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to 
Morgan over the ABC network Monday through 
Friday at 7 p. m., EST.) 


NACCUSTOMED aas I am, I find myself in 
danger of being cast in the role of a one-man 
pressure group. If things keep on like this I may be 
obliged to register as a lobbyist but I’m not sure 
whether it should be on behalf of people or pigs. 


pork and beans and what 
is more serious, my loyalty 
seems to be in question: I 
am accused, in effect, of 
undermining that dish as a 
rich American tradition. 

Nothing could be farther 
from my hungry mind. As 
a male domestic science 
expert, I have spent many 
happy hours with a can 
Opener and a tin of pork 
and beans. 

But for the benefit of 
those who came in late, ict me briefly bring the 
crisis up to date: 

Months ago I suggested, with tongue in cheek, I 
thought, that hog prices might be strengthened and 
farm problems proportionately eased if somebody 
would take the trouble to put a piece of pork in a 
can of pork and beans. Whereas my grave pontifica- 
tions on the state of the world had failed to cause 
any perceptible change in the policy lines of Wash- 
ington, Moscow, or the then Miss Grace Kelly, this 


Pr pam 


Vandercook Says: 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of John W. Vandercook, ABC com- 
mentator, sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen 
to Vandercook over the ABC network Monday 
through Friday at 10 p. m., EST.) 


~ was the turn of the NATO commander, Gen. 
Alfred Gruenther, to issue the warning that 
everybody gives and probably no one in his senses 
needs. 

That highly-regarded soldier assured the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee that Soviet “smiles, 

— _happy talk, or receptions 
in the Kremlin” should not 
seduce us into slashing the 
Administration’s request 
for close to $5 billion more 
to continue our foreign aid 
program. 

Gen. Gruenther was not 
encouraging about the 
present ability of our 
friends and ourselves to 
meet a possible Red ag- 
gression in Europe. Plainly, 
he did not mean to be. 

Even, Gruenther said, if the Russians do keep 
their word and demobilize another 1.2 million Red 
Army troops, the USSR will still be quite capable 
of launching an offensve. And, said he, he was 
reasonably certain that the combined NATO forces 
could defeat such an act of aggression—if and when 
West Germany raises a land army of 400,000 men 
—not one regiment of which is yet in being. 

xk * 

EC. of Agriculture Benson has thought of a 

way to start so-called soil bank payments, 


Vandercook 


I am caught in a crossfire of controversy over” 


Pork ’n’ Beans Controversy Broils 


wisp of whimsy, to my astonishment, started a chain 
reaction from the kitchen to the highest reaches of 
the canning industry. 

Housewives besieged me with additional sugges- 
tions, a congressman from the Middle West called, 
in some alarm, to ask what it was all about because 
he was being pressed to introduce a bill and a lively 
local of the Packinghouse Workers of America actu- 
ally proposed legislation calling for a minimum of 
two ounces of pork in every pound can of beans. 

Whereupon the irate sales manager of a canning 
factory in Hoopeston, Ill., wrote me to protest that 
unless such damaging moves were checked they 
might drive a beloved and popular dish right off the 
American dinner table, injure the farmers and wreck 


. a market which amounts to about one billion pounds 


of beans and fifty million pounds of pork a year. I 
began to feel like a Benedict Arnold trapped in 
the pantry. 

The reason you may not see any ‘pork in the can, 
the Hoopeston man said, is that it’s melted into flavor. 
’ In acknowledging this letter, I fearlessly went on 
record as uncompromisingly in favor of pork and 
beans and conceded his point about the fat pork 
content. 

I was emboldened to ask, though, what might 
happen if a little lean pork were added to the proper 
proportion of fat.* He hasn’t answered yet but I 
can almost taste the scorching flavor of his reply. 

Which reminds me of the maxim that too many 
commentators cooking with gas can spoil the dinner. 
A bonus moral to the story is, that if you want to 
be heard in this seemingly secure and opulent land, 


Never treat a light subject like nuclear warfare 


seriously, and never treat a serious subject like pork 
and beans lightly, 


Gen. Gruenther Issues Warning 


authorized under the new farm bill, on their way 
to farmers’ pockets this season. Benson, forgetful 
of the Republican crocodile tears of years ago at 
Sec. Wallace’s plans for “plowing under” surplus 
crops, now invites U. S. farmers to do that very 
thing. 

He offers to pay from $24 an acre up, to anyone 
who will turn under and destroy not yet ripened 
plantings of wheat, corn, cotton, rice, peanuts and 
tobacco. Benson does not offer to pay for the plow- 
ing under of mature crops. He feels that would 
somehow shock the public conscience. But he does 
not think that annihilation of baby peanuts will pro- 
duce any sentimental outcry. 


xk * 


RES. Eisenhower, in what has become his con- 

genial role as a politician, told a group of en- 
thusiastic supporters in a Washington hotel that, 
under his leadership, there has come into being “a 
government that knows its place and doesn’t interfere 
too much with me as I go about my daily business.” 
When Mr. Eisenhower’s admirers laughed out loud, 


. the President hastily explained: “I assure you that 


when I say ‘me,’ I think I am speaking for each of 
you.” “We know,” the President said (speaking 
of communism) “that we have largely nullified its 
reliance upon force and threat of force, because it 
has gone to different kinds of influence.” 

Adlai Stevenson disagreed with that tinted-postcard 
version of present history, in these words: “While,” he 
said, “the Soviet Union is employing its most for- 
midable tactics in ideological, economic and political 
warfare, the United States Government remains 
frozen on dead center . . . mired in the negative and 
uncreative . . . incapacitated by internal divisions 
+ - . unable to seize the international initiative.” 


COMMUNITY SERVICE activities of the AFL-CIO are discussed by Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitz- 
ler (left) and Vice Pres. Joseph A. Beirne (center), chairman of the AFL-CIO. Community Services 
Committee and president of the Communications Workers, on Labor Reports, the transcribed AFL- 


CIO radio series. Harry W. Flannery (back to camera), the moderator and producer, is interviewing 
them. 
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MEMBERS OF AFL-CIO Executive Council line steps of St. Matthew’s 


Cathedral, Washington, as ‘body. of late AFL-CIO Vice Pres. 


Matthew Woll is carried out following funeral mass. AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany is concealed by hearse at left, Sec.-Treas. Wil- 
liam F. Schnitzler is second from right. Woll, vice president of the Photo-Engravers and one of the country’s most distinguished labor 


leaders, died June 1 in New York. 


Woll Devoted 60 Years to Labor 


Sixty years of devoted service 
to the American labor movement 
—practically all in positions of 
leadership — were closed when 
death claimed Matthew Woll on 
the first day of June. 


Woll was vice president of the 
AFL-CIO and vice president of 
the Photo-Engravers. But his 
long experience and wisdom of 
his counsel gave him a unique 
influence that was felt in virtually 
every corner of the American 
trade union movement and car- 
ried great weight in international 
labor affairs. 


Born in Luxembourg 

He was born in Luxembourg, the 
European coal and steel center, on 
Jan. 25, 1880, and was brought to 
this country, where his parents 
settled in Chicago, in 1891. Five 
years later he became an apprentice 
photo-engraver, and only a decade 
after, when he was a stripling of 
26, he became president of the 
Photo-Engravers Union. 


Meantime, while working at 
his trade by day, he attended 
high school and the College of 
Law at Lake Forest University 
by night. He was admitted to 
the bar the same year he was 
first elected president of his un- 
jon but never practiced, devoting 
his entire life to the labor move- 
ment. 


The duties he assumed and the 
activities he undertook in behalf of 
working men and women were 
many and varied. 

‘He served the Photo-Engravers 
as president until 1929. Then he 
stepped down to become president 
of the Union Labor Life Insurance 
Co., a post he held until his death. 
He became first vice president of 
the union, also holding that office 
until: he died. 

The former American Federation 
of Labor, recognizing his unique 
talent, chose him for one of its vice 
presidents in 1919, and reelected 
him each year until the AFL-CIO 
merger convention on Dec. 5, 1955. 
At that historic session he became 


one of the first vice presidents of 
the new united labor body. 


Served on Committees 


In the AFL, Woll served on 
many administrative and conven- 
tion committees at different times, 
and as chairman of committees on 
education, social security, interna- 
tional labor relations, taxation, na- 
tional defense and postwar prob- 
lems. -For many years he was 
president of the Union Label Trades 
Dept. 

A recognized authority on the 
international labor movement, he 
was one of the first American trade 
unionists to recognize the peril to 
free institutions in communism both 
at home and abroad. 

His vast background in world 
labor affairs first took form in 
1915 and 1916, when he was AFL 
fraternal delegate to British Trades 
Union Congresses. 

When the AFL joined the pre- 
war Intl. Federation of Trade Un- 
ions in 1937, Woll was a delegate 
to its Warsaw congress and in 1938 
to its meeting in Oslo. He attended 
several Intl. Labor Conferences. 


He was one of the AFL delega- 
tion at the founding congress of 
the anti-Communist Intl. Con- 
federation of Free Trade Unions 
at London in 1949, ‘and was also 
a delegate to its 1951 congress in 
Milan. A by-product of his years 
of activity and interest in this 
field was many enduring friend- 
ships with labor leaders in other 
countries. 


Woll also was a recognized 
spokesman for organized labor in 
government circles. During World 
War I he was representative of 
AFL Pres. Samuel Gompers on the 
National Advisory Board, and was 
assigned to administer the AFL 
when Gompers went abroad in the 
interests of the war effort and the 
peace. 

He was a member of the late 
Pres. Harding’s Unemployment 
Conference, and in World War II 
was a member of the National War 
Labor Board. In 1945, he was a 
participant in former Pres, Tru- 


man’s Labor-Management Confer- 
ence. 

He organized Labor’s League for 
Human Rights and served as chair- 
man of the Free Trade Union Com- 
mittee from its inception. 


Retained Editorship 


Throughout his career he retained 
the editorship of the Photo-En- 
gravers Journal. Nevertheless, he 
also found time to engage in a wide 
range of additional interests. 

He held such diverse posts as a 
director and member of the execu- 
tive committee of the New York 
World’s Fair; as a trustee of the 
Public Education Association, Chi- 
cago Tuberculosis Institute and 
National Tuberculosis Association, 
and as a director of the National 
Bureau for Economic Research, 
the Sportsmanship Brotherhood and 
the Health Insurance Plan of Great- 
er New York. 


He was president of the Work- 
ers Education Bureau and the 
Friends of Luxembourg. He was 
a member of the National War 
Fund, National Committee on 
Prisons and Prison Labor, Na- 
tional Academy of Political Sci- 
ence, New York State Insurance 
Advisory Board, Woodmen and 
Knights of Columbus. 


His rich and varied experience 
was put to good use at the climax 
of a distinguished career when the 
AFL and CIO merged late last 
year. 

He was unanimously elected to 
the new executive committee, exec- 
utive council and general board, 
was appointed co-chairman of the 
AFL-CIO Intl. Affairs Committee 
with Pres. Jacob S. Potofsky of the 
Clothing Workers, and was made a 
member of the Economic Policy 
and Public Relations committees. 


Dispute Delays Merger 
Of Maryland-D. C. Labor 


Delegates to the 50th anniversary convention of the Maryland- 
District of Columbia Federation of Labor made clear that there will 
be no slowing up of labor’s progress although efforts to merge with 


the Maryland Industrial Union® 


Council have been delayed by a 
disagreement over the question of 
whether union members from the 
nation’s capital shall belong to the 
new organization. 

Speakers at the golden jubilee 
convention of the federation ex- 
pressed their determination to do 
everything possible to include D. C. 
unions in any merger. While they 
generally favored the idea of 
merger, they made clear that they 
do not want to see District AFL 
unions, who have belonged to the 
same federation for 50 years, sep- 
arate from Maryland labor. 

The council, parent body for for- 
mer CIO unions in Maryland, 
wants, however, to keep District 
and Maryland unions in separate 
organizations, in accordance with 
the present structure of two coun- 
cils for Maryland and the District. 

Merger committees from the two 


organizations have met several 
times, and both have endorsed the 
principle of merging the two 
groups. The dispute over separa- 
tion, however, remained unresolved 
and has been referred to AFL-CIO 
Pres. George Meany. 

Although approval of organic 
unity with the Maryland Industrial 
Union Council was thus temporarily 
postponed, the convention moved 
forward in approving political ac- 
tion through COPE and other co- 
operative efforts with the’ federa- 
tion’s former CIO counterpart. 

The chief officers of the federa- 
tion, Pres. Harry Cohen, who also 
is president of Baltimore Teamsters 
Local 355; Sec. J. C. Turner, vice 
president of the Washington Cen- 
tral Labor Union, and Treas. 
Charles J. Bell of D. C. Teamsters 
Local 639, were all renominated 
without opposition. This is tanta- 
mount to re-election. 


Final Rites 
Held for 
Matt Woll | 


(Continued from Page I) 


and subdeacon, respectively, were 
Msgr. George G. Higgins and 
Msgr. John J. Cronin, assistant 
directors of the Social Action Dept. 
of the National Catholic Welfare 
Conference. 

Rev. Walter Schmitz and Rev. 
William J. Awalt were Archbishop 
O’Boyle’s chaplains. Also in the 
sanctuary were Msgr. Howard J. 
Carroll, secretary of the NCWC, 
and Msgr. Edward H. Roach, pas- 


[| tor of Blessed Sacrament Church, 
|| Washington. - 


Praise Woll’s Life 

Msgr. Hannan praised Woll’s life 
as “epitomizing the opportunity of 
this country and the magnificence 
of the cause to which he gave that 
life.” 

He recalled that on his arrival 
from Luxembourg, his birthplace, 
as a boy of 11, Woll immediately 
began to develop his talents, “prov- 
ing himself a worthy student.” 

“He devoted those talents to his 
fellow-men,” said Msgr. Hannan, 
“His life had the dedication of one 
who devoted himself to securing for 
others what they deserved as sons 
of Christ. 

“It is fitting that he is being 
buried from this cathedral, dedi- 
cated to his patron saint. St. Mat- 
thew devoted his life to the service 
of Christ. Mr. Woll certainly fol- 
lowed in the footsteps of his patron. 

“Anyone who led his life can 
take unto himself the words just 
read in the mass, ‘For unto thy 
faithful, O Lord, life is changed, 
not taken away.’ ” 

Burial in D. C. 

Burial was in Fort Lincoln Ceme- 
tery, Washington. 

The tributes that marked Woll’s 
death were many and impressive. 

“The entire labor movement will. 
mourn the passing of Matthew 
Woll,” said Meany. “He served the 
cause of the nation’s workers with 
constant faith, courage and sound 
judgment for half a century. 

“He served with distinction in 
many fields. He believed whole- 
heartedly in labor-management co- 
operation. He pioneered in the de- 
velopment of the union label as a 
hall-mark of such cooperation. 

“He gave outstanding leadership 
to his union, the Photo-Engravers. 
But, he also gave great time and 
energy to the labor movement as a 
whole. 

“His guidance in shaping sound 
collective bargaining policies will 
be sorely missed by me and his 
other colleagues in the AFL-CIO 
Executive Council, as will his un- 
erring judgment in foreign policy 
problems. 

“Labor has lost a great leader.” 


'In his address at the dedication 
of the new AFL-CIO headquarters, 
Pres. Eisenhower paid “special trib- 
ute to one who has recently passed 
away, Matthew Woll, who was my 
dear personal friend, and who 
worked so hard for the ideals you 
have heard expressed by the two 
speakers (Meany and Schnitzler) 
here this morning.” 


Theiss Consultant 
To U. S.-Mexico Group 


E. P. Theiss, AFL-CIO regional 
director for Arizona and New 
Mexico, was named a consultant to 
the U.S. Section of the Joint U.S.- 


Mexico Trade Union Committee at 


its meeting in Washington. 


Theiss was elected to replace . 


Ernst Schwarz of the AFL-CIO 
Dept. of International Affairs, who 
is retiring July 1. 
of the founders of the U.S.-Mexi- 
can committee, formerly was exec- 
utive secretary of the CIO Latin 
American Affairs. Committee. 


Schwarz, one. 
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Hatters Ask Apparel 
Trades Dept.in AFL-CIO 


New York—Creation of a new department within the AFL-CIO, 
comprising unions engaged in manufacture of wearing apparel and} 
soft goods, was proposed at the, triennial convention of the United 
Hatters, Cap and Millinery Workers Union. 

As envisioned by Alex Rose, union president, the department, to 


be called the Apparel Trades Dept., 
would incorporate into its structure 
such organizations as the Interna- 
tional Ladies’ Garment Workers 
Union, Amalgamated Clothing 
Workers, hatters, shoe workers, tex- 
tile, fur workers, hosiery, leather- 


‘goods and, conceivably, even sales 


clerks engaged in the sale of soft 
goods. - 
Two Million Members 

The suggested department, com- 
parable to similar groupings in the 
construction and metal trades, 
might have a total membership, 
Rose said, of more than 2 million 
members at the outset. 

Out of the creation of such a 
department, said Rose, could 
come one apparel consumer 
union label which could be pro- 
moted collectively by the organi- 
zations within the Apparel Trades 


SUB Ruling 
Is Endorsed 
By Mitchell 


Labor Sec. James P. Mitchell has 
endorsed the Treasury Dept. ruling 
that Supplementary Unemployment 
Benefits, paid under a union con- 
tract, are not subject to wage with- 
holding taxes. 

Mitchell told a news conference 
that the Labor Dept. had been con- 
sulted by the Treasury and that he 
thought the latter’s ruling was 
“sound.” 

The Labor Dept.’s principal con- 
cern, he said, was to make sure that 
SUB payments would not be de- 
fined legally as “wages” on which 
taxes would be withheld each week. 

Social security taxes are subject 
to federal income withholdings, the 
theory being that the worker in 
effect is using some of his wages for 
his own future pension. 

SUB payments must be reported 
by workers as non-wage income, 
according to the Treasury ruling, 
and taxes must be paid on them at 
the proper time. They will not be 
considered, however, as “wages.” 


Dept. instead of separate labels 
for each of the unions. 


The convention adopted unani- 
mously a resolution calling for the | 
“immediate resignation” of Sec. of 
State Dulles because of “the utter 
inability of our State Dept. to cope 
with the tasks before. it.” 

“The United States has been put 
on the defensive in the struggle for. 
men’s hearts and minds,” said the 
resolution, “and finds itself dis- 


trusted and disdained by the very |: 


people who need and. want our aid! 
most. At the same time, the Com-| 
munist ideology, which is nothing 
more than the ancient system of 
terror and brute force refurbished 
in the guise of a new order, has 
made headway and has been per- 
mitted to represent itself as the 
savior of mankind.” 


Single Out Failure 

The resolution singled out as an 
example of failure of Administra- 
tion policy the Middle East crisis 
where “we declared ourselves ‘neu- 
tral’—neutral as between the forces 
of democracy in Israel and the 
forces of tyranny. and dictatorship 
in the Arab countries.” 


“We who had decried neutral- 
ism in France, Italy, India and 
other countries,” said the Hat- 
ters’ declaration, “who had main- 
tained that there cannot be and 
ought not to be acceptance of 
dictatorship as a way of life, 
found ourselves not merely cone 
doning but even catering to the 
dictatorship in Egypt, to the 
tyrannies in the Arab lands 
which hold their peoples in utter 
misery and degradation.” 

In an earlier speech, Rose urged 
establishment of a special agency 
within the labor movement, to be 
titled labor’s FBI, “to get after 
racketeering elements in organized 
labor.” The convention adopted a 
resolution to cooperate “in every 
effort to clean out racketeers from 


trade unions.” 


INDUST RY ‘SNATCH RACKET,’ the pirating of shops from union areas, was denounced by some 
250 delegates to ninth convention of the Hatters in New York. More than 1,000 representatives of 
New York area shops were present as fraternal delegates when Pres. Alex Rose (at podium) opened. 


the sessions. 


Upholsterers Open Convention 
Marking Union’s Diamond Jubilee 


St. Louis—The responsibilities of the new united trade union movement to defend the cause of 
freedom and to promote the cause of progress are clear and inescapable, AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany told the Upholsterers’ 31st convention which opened June 


7 at the Coronado Hotel here. 


The convention, which will run 
through June 15, will be highlighted 
by ceremonies celebrating the be- 
ginning of the 75th or diamond 
jubilee of the Upholsterers’ Intl. 
Union, founded in 1882. 


Welcomes Delegates 


UIU Pres. Sal B. Hoffmann, wel- 
coming the delegates, predicted that 
the gathering would prove to be 
“the largest and, most likely, the 
most important convention” in the 
union’s history. 

He said that the meeting “will 
present living proof to the entire 
world that the free, American way 
is the good way and the effective 
way.” 

In a letter extending greetings to 
the officers and delegates, Meany 
declared that “it is more important 


cago. 


Trades Union Congress, and Chell 
Trades Union Council. 


FOREIGN VISITORS found much of interest at convention of Transport Service Employes in Chi- 
Vice Pres. Harold D. Sneil (seated, center), on loan to Intl. Cooperation Administration, is 
seen describing conditions in Middle East to Clarence N. Ivey (left), executive board member, and 
Pres. Willard S. Townsend, an AFL-CIO vice-president (right), both seated; standing, left to right, 
Vice Pres. J. P. Covington, Sec.-Treas. Eugene E. Frazier, Treas. Leong Seng Seet of the Singapore 
appah Rasaurai, member of the central gommittee of the Malayan 


than ever before that the American 
labor movement should think as 
one and act as one.” He added that 
it was “gratifying” to report that 
.“the united labor movement is now 
functioning effectively” and that 
the progress of integration “has ex- 
ceeded our expectations.” 

“The threat to world peace posed 
by Communist aggression continues 
unabated by the new ‘smiling face’ 
technique of the leaders of the 
Kremlin,” Meany continued. “We 
are convinced that the free trade 
union movement can and should 
play an ever more active role in the 
fight for the preservation of human 
freedom.” 


Universal Language 


Declaring that the language of 
free trade unionism is universal, 


Chicago—The U. S. Supreme 
the public schools was hailed as a 
at the 10th biennial convention 


Employes. 4 


Meany emphasized that organized 
labor can speak to the workers of 
other nations “in terms they can 
understand.” He said that U. S. 
trade unions must convince foreign 
workers that their salvation depends 
“upon rejection of the false lures of 
communism and faithful adherence 
to the cause of democracy.” 

“It is equally important that the 
united labor movement should par- 
ticipate more fully in national af- 
fairs,’ Meany wrote. “We are not 
happy, to put it mildly, about mid- 
dle-of-the-road policies which get 
us nowhere. 

“Our country needs more dy- 
namic leadership which can make 
the most of our present opportu- 
nities and can anticipate the impact 
of the great economic problems 
which lie ahead.” 


Transport Employes 
|Back Integration Ruling 


Court decision for integration of 
“notable triumph for democracy,” 
of the United Transport Service 


In a resolution supporting the 
court’s ruling, the convention dele- 
gates said: 


“A number of states and locali- 


#| ties already have ended segregation 
‘}in their public schools. 


The ex- 
perience of these areas, and par- 
ticularly of the District of Colum- 
bia with its large Negro population, 


i|has shown that there is no insur- 
mountable obstacle anywhere to 


complying with the requirements of 
the nation’s constitution. 


“Some states and localities have 
sought to delay the end of segre- 
gation by a variety of flimsy and 
discreditable subterfuges and de- 
vices. We are confident that the 
courts will rebuke these tactics as 
rapidly as the cases come before 
them.” 

The convention indorsed fair 
employment practices legislation, 
a federal anti-lynch law and in- 
validation of poll tax requirements 
as a prerequisite to voting. 

Among visitors at the convention 
were trade unionists from Asia. 
They were Leong Seng Seet, of 
Singapore, an officer of the Singa- 
pore Trades Union Congress and of 


| Union, and Chellappah Rasaurai, 
of Seremban, Malaya. Rasaurai is 
president of the Government Ad- 
ministrative and Clerical Services 
Union and a central committee 


member of the Malayan Trade Un- 
ion Council. 


The two visitors said the working 
conditions and wages of transport 
workers in the United States are 
ideal by comparison with those 
back home, where vacations, sick 
leave, pensions and other benefits 
taken for granted in America are 
virtually unknown. 

About 100 delegates attended the 
convention in the Sutherland Hotel, 
Chicago. The meeting closed with 
re-election of Willard S. Townsend, 
president of the union, and Eugene 
E. Frazier, secretary-treasurer. 


134-Day UAW Strike 
At Deere & Co. Ends 


Moline, Ill.—A 134-day strike 
of Auto Workers against John 
Deere & Co. has ended. 

More than 4,000 UAW mem- 
bers walked out of three farm 
equipment plants here and another 


the Singapore Airways Employees 


in Des Moines, Ia., on Jan. 16, 
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ES 


TRADE UNION VISITORS from Brazil, touring the U.S. under the auspices of the Intl. Cooperation 
’ Administration, were welcome guests at AFL-CIO headquarters and were entertained at a luncheon. 


Shown are, left to right (seated), Dr. Ernst Schwarz of the AFL-CIO Dept. of Intl. Affairs; Floriano 
Silveira Machiel; AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler; Jose Sanches Duran and Wilson de 
Oliveiro Quintaneiro; (standing), Armenio da Silva Maduro; .Domingo Savino; AFL - CIO Latin- 
American Rep. Serafino Romualdi; John B. Georges of the U.S. Labor Dept.; Dir. George F. Brown 
of the AFL-CIO Dept. of Intl. Affairs and Manuel M. Silva, U.S. government interpreter. 


Brown Tells India TUC Labor Will 


Oppose Colonialism, Imperialism 


Surat,, India—The AFL-CIO will vigorously oppose all forms of colonialism and imperialism 
around the world, and will press for national freedom and self-determination, AFL-CIO European 
Representative Irving Brown told the Indian National Trade Union Congress. 


Brown, a fraternal delegate to? 


the convention, reminded the Indi- 
ans of the AFL-CIO record on 
North Africa, Goa and Cyprus, 
where the labor organization’s pol- 
icy has disagreed “openly and vocif- 
erously with our own government.” 


Voices Labor Conviction 

He voiced the AFL-CIO convic- 
tion that the present international 
crisis, unlike the conflict of power 
blocs in the 19th century, is be- 
tween two conflicting ways of life— 
relative freedom, and totalitarian- 
ism or absolute. dictatorship. 

“The nature of this conflict,” he 
told the delegates, “has not been 
changed by the death and down- 
grading of a single dictator and his 
replacement by another or others. 

“Men may come and go, but 
so far the system and methods 
have not basically changed. This 
is a struggle which transcends 
economic, political and military 
aspects and becomes fundamen- 
tally a moral crisis. And as your 
great leader and father of the 
nation, Gandhi, once said, ‘One 
cannot be neutral on great moral 
issues.’ ” 

Brown, who also had been a 
fraternal delegate to the 1949 
INTUC congress, emphasized that 
condemnation of and opposition to 
all forms of colonialism and imperi- 
alism are a “cardinal tenet” in the 
AFL-CIO international program. ° 

“We have given practical proof 
time and again of this orientation,” 
he continued, “in what we have 
said and done on such questions 
as North Africa, Goa, Cyprus, etc., 
where we have fought for a policy 
of independence, national freedom 
and self-determination, and where 
we have disagreed openly and vocif- 
erously with our own government.” 

“We have made perfectly clear, 
however, that we reject the old de- 
clining western as well as the new 
rising Soviet colonialism. 


Independence, Equality 

“That is why, in demanding an 
expansion of our aid to underde- 
veloped continents and regions, we 
have insisted that not only must we 
be concerned about the primary 
material needs, such as food, health, 
etc., but also the burning desires 
and aspirations of the people for 
independence and equality.” 

Brown explained that the AFL- 
CIO believes the guiding principles 
and program developed at the 
merger convention will enable the 
U. S. to achieve the main objectives 


‘of what we consider to be sound 
American foreign policy.” 

In conveying the fraternal greet- 
ings of the 15 million AFL-CIO 
members to the Indian unionists, 
Brown expressed their hope “for 
the eventual achievement of a pow- 


erful mass labor movement that 
can go forward to... the tremen- 
dous task of lifting up the standards 
of living and work conditions of 
your laboring people within the 
framework of your free, democratic 
and sovereign national life.” 


Average Income in India 
Up--Still Only $56 a Year 


Average income for the people of India has risen substantially 
in the last eight years—but it still amounts to only $56 a year. 


That fact is important for every American, in the opinion of UAW 


Pres. Walter P. Reuther, who visited 


the big Asiatic nation. last April. 
Reuther’s report was contained in 
an article in a recent issue of the 
UAW Auto Worker. 

Busy 10-Day Visit 

In his busy 10-day visit, Reuther 
saw India’s showplaces of economic 
progress, including the giant Bhakra 
Dam, second in size only to our 
own Boulder Dam and capable of 
irrigating 10 million acres. He also 
saw the country’s new locomotive- 
building industry and a variety of 
village development projects. 

“During the visit, Reuther talked 
for three hours with Prime Minister 
Nehru; visited with other leaders 
of the government; and had a num- 
ber ‘of conferences with leaders of 
the Indian National Trade Union 
Congress which, with the govern- 
ment, was his host in the country. 

In every section of India, he re- 
ceived a warm popular reception, 
complete with garlands of flowers. 


‘Bread With Freedom’ 

Throughout his tour, Reuther 
emphasized that the United States 
stands for “bread with freedom— 
including freedom from colonial 
domination, whether the old Euro- 
pean kind, such as the Portuguese 
Colony of Goa ... or the new 
Communist satellite colonialism.” 

He derided “Communist propa- 
ganda claims that U. S. capitalism 
browbeats the defenseless U. S. 
workers” and said that labor’s 
ability to organize has started the 
U. S. “on the road to a democratic 
human welfare state.” 

“Americans believe that bread, 
peace and freedom in the world are 
indivisible,” Reuther told the In- 
dians. 

Totalitarian countries may give 
bread to their subjects but they put 
the human soul in chains.” 


Mexico Gov't 
Employes Are 
Making Gains 


Mexican government employes 
through their unions have made 
“great strides in the improvement 
of their working conditions,” Pres. 
James A. Campbell of. the Govern- 
ment ‘Employes reported ‘to AFL- 
CIO Pres. _George Meany on his 
return from .an official visit. to 
Mexico City. ; 


Greatly tase! 

Campbell was AFL-CIO delegate 
to the Mexico City May Day cele- 
bration. He told Meany he was 
greatly impressed by the “high level 
of ability” of leaders of the Mexi- 
can government workers’ unions, 
and by their “very evident dedica- 
tion” to the labor movement. 

“They. are all relatively high- 
bracket people,” he said. “This 
was especially noticeable to me be- 
cause of the difficulty we have in 
attracting upper bracket govern- 
ment employes into our federation. 


Board of Appeals 


“In many respects they are far 
ahead of us in regard to beneficial 
legislation. For example, we have 
been striving for years to obtain 
legislation to provide an independ- 
ent board of appeals to which 
government employes would have 
recourse for the settlement of griev- 
ances and other problems. The 
Mexican government employes have 
had such a board for some time, 
and the significant feature is that 
the decisions of that board are 
final.” 


‘ture our- union. This is an unchal- 


Dubinsky Hits India’s 
Censor ofILGWU Film | 


New York—Pres. David Dubinsky of the Ladies Garment Work- 
ers strongly urged the State Dept. to instruct the American embassy 
in India to protest the Indian government’s “unwarranted censor- 
ship” of the union’s highly-lauded documentary film, With These 


Hands. 


At the same time, he praised the® 
U.S. Information Service for with- 
drawing the movie from circulation 
in India after censors demanded de- 
letion of a sequence depicting the 
union’s struggle against Communist 
control. 

India imposed censorship after 
the film had been shown in that 
country for five years, during which 
it won the same enthusiastic ac- 
claim of union members it has 
gained in the United States and 
other countries. It had been shown 
to schools and union meetings, at 
conventions and exhibitions and in 
towns and villages throughout India 
since it was first licensed. 


Demand Deletion 

When the license expired and 
came up for renewal, the censors 
demanded the deletion of 28 lines 
concerning the Communist effort to 
seize control of the ILGWU in the 
1920s. 

Dubinsky pointed out that With 
These Hands has been translated 
into eight languages and until now 
has been barred only behind the 
Iron Curtain. 

“Though some of the scenes have 
not met with the approval of the 
American government and though 
some of our reactionary legislators 
have objected to its being shown 
Overseas because it is ‘pro-labor,’” 
he said, “the USIA has never at- 
tempted to censor it. Millions of 
people have seen this film.- 

“Tt is unbelievable that the demo- 
cratic government of India should 
now outlaw a film showing the 
achievement of the workers in the 
American ladies’ garment industry 
through their free trade unions and 
through the democratic process.” 

Dubinsky, who is an AFL-CIO 
vice president and is widely known 
in the international labor move- 
ment, said he could not understand 
why the Indian government should 
decide that showing ‘of the film is 
“likely to be looked upon as deroga- 
tory to itself,’ as press accounts 
stated. 


Unchallengeable Fact 


“We are amazed that any sover- 
eign democratic government,” he 
said, “can find that such a tribute 
to democracy will serve ‘to arouse 
disrespect of another foreign coun- 
try.’ We are told that one of the 
reasons for the ban is that the film 
depicts Communist efforts to cap- 


lengeable fact of history. 


Laborers Subscribe 
-To AFL-CIO News 


The International Hod Car- 
riers, Building and Common 
Laborers’ Union has entered 
1,070 subscriptions to the 
AFL-CIO NEWS to become 
the latest international to en- 
dorse the campaign to get 
the weekly paper into the 
home of every trade unionist. 

Sec.-Treas. Peter Fosco ad- 
vised that the subscriptions 
would reach the entire list of 
officers and staff of the inter- 
national as well as its affiliated 
local unions and district coun- 
cils. 

The officers receiving the 
AFL-CIO NEWS through ac- 
tion of the international un- 
ion have already begun send- 
ing in additional subscrip- 
tions to cover their entire lo- 
cal executive boards and shop 
stewards, 


“It is incredible to us that the 
authorities of India should join the 
Kremlin in objecting to the facts of 
history and in rewriting history. No 
free country can institute censor- 
ship at home for fear that it. is 
‘liable to embarrtass relations with 
any foreign government.’ ” 

Dubinsky maintained that the 
issues involved in the “unfortunate 


action by the Indian government” ~ 


are of the “highest concern” to the 
U.S. labor movement and the inter- 
national free trade union move- 
ment. 

He asked the State Dept. to take 
steps “to secure a correction of this 
unwarranted censorship which. is 
detrimental to the cause of democ- 
racy and derogatory to the good 
name of the freedom-loving people 
of India.” 


Seven Labor 
Officials on 
Israel Tour 


A delegation of seven U.S. union 
Officials is spending two weeks in 
Israel as~guests of Histadrut, the 
Israeli union federation, and the 
American Christian Palestine Foun- 
dation. 

During its visit to the Jewish 
democratic state, the group will 
meet with union, political and gov- 
ernmental leaders; inspect factories 
and cooperative farm settlements, 
and see points of historic interest. 

Promote Understanding 

The group is the third from this 
country that has made the trip to 
Israel in the past three years. 

Speaking at a New York lunch- 
eon before the delegation left, 
Moshe Bar-Tal, Histadrut’s repre- 
sentative in America, noted that 
Israel is isolated, geographically 
and politically, from other demo- 
cratic trade union movements. 

“This trip isn’t a public relations 
gimmick,” he said. “It is a move 
to promote true fraternal ' ‘under- 
standing between our two union 
groups.’ 

Nahum Bar-Yacov, new Israeli 
labor attache in the U.S., painted. 
out that the group will find in His- 
tadrut “a unique labor movement.” 
But to understand _it, he said, “‘you 
must understand that it had a 
unique problem.” 


Histadrut Unique 

He referred to the fact that His- 
tadrut was in existence for decades 
before the independence of Israel, 
and developed many functions as a 
pioneering and popular movement. 

The group left New York June 1 
and is scheduled to return June 17, 

In the group were Vice Pres. 
Joseph Childs of the Rubber Work- 
ers; Pres. John Rollings of the Mis- 
souri AFL-CIO federation; Pres. 
Charles Schultz of the Wisconsin 
CIO Council; Sec.-Treas.. Sam 
Ezelle of the Kentucky Federation 
of Labor; Sec.-Treas. Neil Sher- 
bourne of the Minnesota Federa- 
tion of Labor, and Esther Murray, 
director of the eastern division of 
the COPE Women’s Activity Dept. 
Henry C. Fleisher, director of the 
AFL-CIO Dept. of Publications, 
was scheduled to leave June 8 to 
join the group. 
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$ $750, 000 Unity House 
Theater Is Dedicated 


Forest Park, Pa.—Workers are entitled to their share of culture 
and the good things of life, AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany said at 
the dedication of a new $750,000 theater at Unity House, the 
vacation paradise which the International Ladies Garment Workers 
Union has built for its members here in the Poconos. 


Gov. George M. Leader of Penn- 
sylvania and David Dubinsky, 
ILGWU president, also participated 
in the ceremonies before 1,100 
union members and guests. Vice 
Pres. Isadore Nagler presided. The 
theater was dedicated to the mem- 
ory of Fred Umhey, the late execu- 
tive secretary of the union. 


Meany Lauds Union 

To launch the giant-sized theater, 
which matches the finest on Broad- 
way but has no box office, the 
union put on a gala program in- 
cluding the distinguished singer, 
Marian Anderson, and the New 
York City Ballet. The program was 
arranged by Morris S. Novik. 

In his talk, Meany described the 
ILGWU as a union with a head, a 
heart and a soul. He said the 
union’s real head is Dubinsky, who 
has succeeded in the past 25 years 
in building up the union’s member- 
ship and finances with a “real, busi- 
ness-like administration.” 

The union’s heart has been made 
evident, Meany said, by its pioneer- 
ing activities in health and welfare 
protection for members, model 
housing and generous support for 
humanitarian causes. 

Its soul is epitomized, he de- 
clared, by what it has done to 
broaden the spiritual, educational 
and cultural opportunities of work- 
ers once condemned to sweatshops 
and slums. 


“Yes, we are a bread and butter 
movement,” Meany concluded, “but 
we go a lot further than that. We 
believe man does not live by bread 
alone. We believe workers are en- 
titled to their share of culture and 
the finer things of life. 


+) Read to Progress 
en we think back to the days 
of cmphtaton to the terrible con- 
ditions of the sweatshops, and re- 
member that the children of mem- 
bers of this same union are serving 
their community today as doctors, 
lawyers and engineers, we can first 
begin to grasp the distance we have 
traveled on the road to progress.” 
Dubinsky also emphasized the 
union’s interest in widening the 
opportunities of its members and 
affording them opportunities for 
recreation and cultural advance- 
ment. He had explained, at an 
earlier press conference, that the 
theater would be used not only for 
the presentation of professional 
shows, -but ‘as an experimental art 
theater for union members and out- 
side groups. 


The ILGWU has a distinguished 
record in the theatrical field, having 
put on the musical “Pins and 
Needles,” which scored a great hit 
on Broadway and on the road. 


High Court 
Bans Review 


OfNLRB Rules 


The Supreme Court refused to 
review a 1954 National Labor Re- 


lations Board decision suddenly dis- 
missing, under new rules, an Opti- 
cal Workers charge of unfair labor 
practices against an employer. 

The union is Local 24859 in 
Beaumont, Tex. In 1952 the local 
won an NLRB collective bargain- 
ing election, which was challenged 
by the company, and a trial exam- 
iner found that the employer had 
engaged in numerous unfair labor 
practices. 


Issue New Rules 


In July, 1954, while both issues 
were still pending, three Eisenhow- 
er appointees to the NLRB issued 
new “jurisdictional” rules that had 
the effect of knocking out many 
cases the board had previously 
accepted. 


The new rules were challenged 
as illegal and unwise by two hold- 
over board members named by 
former Pres. Truman. 

The new majority nevertheless 
dismissed the Optical Workers case 
without resolving the issues. 

The union, backed by the AFL- 
CIO, challenged the board in ap- 
pellate court and, on losing there, 
asked the Supreme Court for a 
review. ‘ 


Affects Jurisdiction 

Attorneys for the AFL-CIO 
charged that the three new board 
members in rewriting the rules had 
“flagrantly violated” the general 
Administrative Procedure Act con- 
trolling quasijudicial federal agen- 
cies. They pointed to Senate de- 
bate, including a quotation from 
the late Sen. Robert A. Taft, to 
show that the intent of Congress 
was to cover so-called “small” em- 
ployers as well as large by the 
Taft-Hartley Act. 

The effect of the high court’s re- 
fusal to review is to leave standing 
the narrow rules now controlling 
whether the NLRB will take juris- 
diction in a case. 


Move to Unite Mississippi 
Labor Defeated,. 124-96 


Jackson, Miss —The move to unite the labor forces in this state 
went down to defeat when the Mississippi Federation of Labor 
voted im its convention to <i the proposed terms of the 


merger, 

The vote was 124 to 96 against 
merger with the Mississippi Indus- 
trial Union Council. The latter 
group voted unanimously for 
merger although strong misgivings 
about it had been expressed by sev- 
eral speakers. 

Asked for his reaction to the vote 
in the Mississippi Federation, AFL- 
ClO Pres, Meany said in Wash- 
ington: 

“They've still got a year and a 
half.” 

A hot three-hour debate pre- 
ceded the vote against labor unity. 
Opposition to merger was led by 
Holt Ross, general representative 
of the General Laborers Union, 
who urged delay or postponement 


| “until the jurisdictional problems 
we face are removed.” 

Ross had made a strong plea for 
labor unity and merger when he 
appeared as 4 guest speaker several 
weeks before at the unity sessions 
of Louisiana AFL-CIO Council. 

His stand was supported by a 
number of other speakers repre- 
senting building and construction 
trades unions. 

A substitute motion to postpone 
the merger convention failed to 
carry in the MFL convention and 
a majority of delegates voted down 
the merger proposition. 

The door was left open for even- 
tual unity through passage of a 
resolution endorsing merger after 
jurisdictional disputes are cleared. 


Pe 
JOHN J. MARA 


GEORGE GOOGE 


Vir 


sinia Labor Merges; 


Boyd Elected President 


(Continued from Page 1) 
60,000 workers will be represented 
by the new merged organization. 

Harold B. Boyd, president of 
the VFL and business manager 
for the Plumbers & Steamfitters 
in Richmond, was elected to head 
the state group without opposi-. 
tion. He was nominated by 

Lawrence Marine, former presi- 

dent of the VIUC. 

Julian C. Carper, executive vice 
president of the former CIO af- 
filiate, was elected vice president. 

_The 568 delegates named I. C. 
Welsted, a member of the Team- 
sters, as secretary-treasurer. Terms 
of the merger agreement provided 
that the posts of president and sec- 
retary-treasurer would go to mem- 
bers of former AFL unions and the 
vice presidency should be filled by 
a representative of the old CIO. 

The charter for the merged or- 
ganization was presented by R. J. 
Thomas, assistant to AFL-CIO 
Pres. George Meany before a crowd 
that filled the auditorium floor of 
the WRVA-TV theater. 


The session of the Industrial Un- 
ion Council lasted only a few hours 
with only one speaker raising ob- 
jections to points in the constitu- 
tion proposed for the new organiza- 
tion. 

Lengthy Debate 

There was no floor fight at the 
Federation of Labor session but a 
secret ballot vote was taken that 
resulted in a 306 to 264 victory 
for advocates of merger. Opposi- 
tion came from members of the 
Typographical, Teamsters and Car- 
penters Unions. 

There was lengthy debate on 
whether AFL delegates were ob- 
ligated to support their conven- 
tion’s nominees for office im the 


Boyd was opposed by Ernst M. 
Hathaway, president of the Rich- 
mond Typographical Union and the 
Virginia - Carolinas Typographical 
Conference. Hathaway had ad- 
vocated merger but recently an- 
nounced he opposed the move. 
Boyd won by a 385 to 177 vote, 
assuring him of election to the 


‘presidency of the merged group 


after Hathaway declared he would 
decline any nomination from the 
floor. 

Welsted defeated C. Phil Snod- 
grass of Portsmouth as the nominee 
for secretary-treasurer by a 381 to 
177 tally. 

Thomas urged the delegates “to 
see that everyone in Virginia has 
an Opportunity to join a union, an 
opportunity to register and an op- 
portunity to vote.” ° 


Work for Future 
He conveyed the regrets of 
Meany at not being able to attend 
and reminded the convention that 
the past ‘should be quickly for- 
gotten so that the job of organizing, 


securing progressive legislation and 
working for the advancement of 
state and nation could be furthered. 

Addressing himself particularly 
to delegates from the building trade 
unions, Thomas said that “this 
merger can be of tremendous help 
to you. There is more scab labor 
used in the construction of private 
homes than in anyother field. 
Let’s get these people into unions 
where they belong. All of us can 
help you in that job, all of us will 
help you, if you give us a chance. 

The convention sessions acted on 
a number of resolutions embracing 
unemployment insurance, work- 
men’s compensation and civil rights. 

Peter J. McGavin, assistant to 
Meany, told the VFL’s opening ses- 
sions that “we have unity today 
and we shall never divide again.” 
He charged that outside critics of 
merger were the same ones who 
opposed separate unions. 

“Our power has always been 
directed to the good of America, 
for the wage earner of America,” 
McGavin asserted. He called also 
for “the eradication of every 
vestige Of discrimination, wheth- 

-er it be because of race, religicn 
or national origin.” 


Speaking to the banquet of the 


Mara Elected 
President of 
|Label Dept 


Pres. John J. st of the Boot 
& Shoe Workers has been elected 
president of the AFL-CIO Union 
Label and Service Trades Dept. to 
succeed the late AFL-CIO. Vice 
Pres. Matthew Woll: 


Previously first vice president of 
the department, he was named to 
the higher post by its Executive 
Board, on which he has served 
since 1932. Sec.-Treas. George 
Googe of the Printing Pressmen 
was named seventh vice president 
of the department, the other vice 
presidents moving up. 

The board named a committee 
to survey. the situation created by 
the death of Sec.-Treas. Raymond 
F. Leheney and seek a successor. 
It was instructed to report back to 
the next board meeting. 

Other members of the board are 
Vice Presidents Joseph P. Mc- 
Curdy, Herman Winter, Richard F. 
Walsh, James A. Suffridge; ai 
Lewis and Sam J. Byers. 

Mara has been a member of the 
Boot & Shoe Workers since joining 
in Cincinnati in 1905 and has been 
a delegate to all its conventions 
since 1919. He became a member 
of its general executive board in 
1923, and has been president since 
1929. 

He is married and has four chil- 
dren and six grandchildren, and 
now lives in Boston. 


former CIO affiliate after its final 
convention, Col. Francis Pickens 
Miller, one-time candidate for gov- 
ernor and U.S. senator in the 
state, told the delegates the mem- 
bership of the merged organization 
could elect officials “of whom you 
could be proud” if they would 
register and vote. 

After merger Miller said, “Move 
in, take over, lead the fight, get 
your people registered and when 
next summer comes, move out on 
the field of battle and win the 
fight.” 
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Stevenson’s Prestige Advanced 
By Sweeping California Victory 


By Willard Shelton 


Adlai E. Stevenson regained his position as strong favorite for the Democratic presidential nomi- 
nation by smashing Sen. Estes Kefauver (Tenn.) in the critical California Democratic primary. 

Observers still considered a first-ballot nomination for Stevenson at the Democratic National 
Convention beginning Aug. 13 unlikely. 

A result of the long Stevenson-Kefauver running fight in states across the country was to encour- 


a Democratic President.” 


Democratic Administration. 


reporter asked. 
“No,” said Mitchell. 


Mitchell ‘Unavailable’ 
To Democratic Regime 


Labor Sec. James P. Mitchell, who has been warmly praised by 
the presidents of three AFL-CIO unions at recent conventions, 
said flatly that he would met accept nomination in his post “under 


At his May 31 news conference Mitchell was reminded that 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers Pres. Jacob S. Potofsky had sug- 
gested he ought tc remain as secretary under a Republican or 


“Would you accept an appointment from a Democrat?” a 


State Ban on Picketing 
Upheld by High Court 


The Supreme Court by a six-to-three vote upheld the power of 


the Wisconsin Employment Relations Board to forbid mass picket- 
ing and “violence” at the union-busting Kohler Co. in Sheboygan. 


The three dissenters—Justice® 


William O. Douglas, Chief Justice 
Earl Warren and Justice Hugo L. 
Black—sharply charged that this 
was a departure from the precedent 
that state boards could not regu- 
late labor activities also controlled 
by the National Labor Relations 
Board. 
Split on Firing 

In another decision the court 
split six-to-three in upholding the 
firing of a local union president on 
charges of Communist party mem- 
bership. 

The court refused to review three 
secondary boycott decisions by the 
NLRB or the courts. 

Refusal to review left standing 
one order prohibiting the Musicians 
from picketing Yankee Stadium in 
New York and two decisions hold- 
ing that a Teamsters local and an 
Electrical and Radio local had not 
violated the Taft-Hartley Act in 
picketing activities. 

In the Kohler decision, Justice 
Stanley Reed said for the majority 
that the Wisconsin state board could 
prohibit alleged violence and mass 
picketing even though the com- 
pany’s labor relations were clearly 
subject to federal law. 

The dissenters said that any state 
may control violence but should 


der the union contract that the 
company’s charges against Mrs. 
Walker were “stale” and that she 
was fired for union activity. The 
Supreme Court of California re- 
versed the decision. 

The U. S. Supreme Court held, 
in an opinion by Justice Tom Clark, 
that the state court had a right to 
interpret the union-company con- 
tract and that “no substantial f 
eral question is presented.” 

Douglas, Warren and Black, in 
another dissent, charged that Mrs. 
Walker was fired “either because 
of union activities or her political 
ideology or belief.” Bétief, they 
declared, “cannot be penalized,” 
and the court sanctioned a “fla- 
grant violation of the First Amend- 
ment” in allowing California to 
sustain the discharge. 


—@age favorite sons and ‘potential 


“dark horse” compromise candi- 

dates to gain commitments of sup- 

port at least for one or two ballots. 
_ Sweeping Victory 

Stevenson’s California victory 
nevertheless was so sweeping that 
it enormously enhanced his prestige 
as a vote-winning candidate in the 
hardest kind of intraparty fight. 

For Kefauver the defeat—fol- 
lowing three other successive losses 
to Stevenson in Alaska, Oregon.and 
Florida—was an. almost total dis- 
aster. 

The Tennessee. senator has not 
won a contested primary since Min- 
nesota in March. In addition to 
losing four successive clashes with 
Stevenson, he failed in efforts to 
control write-in votes in New Jer- 


‘sey, Pennsylvania and Massachu- 


setts. 


Stevenson’s successive victories, 
and the failure of Kefauver to up- 
set delegate slates in various states 
“uncommitted” but known to favor 
Stevenson, restored the front-run- 
ning position of the former gover- 
nor of Illinois. 


Margin Impressive 

The margin of Stevenson’s Cali- 
fornia victory was as impressive as 
its statewide character. 

He carried populous Los An- 
geles County, where civil rights is- 
sues are considered to be impor- 
tant and Kefauver had campaigned 
hard, by a two to one margin. 

He carried: San Francisco. and 
the Sacramento Valley, centers of 
Democratic strength. Only in the 
Central Valley did Kefauver run a 
close race. 

Nearly complete returns, with a 
heavy turnout of voters, gave Stev- 
enson more than a 500,000 plural- 
ity. Running unopposed in the 
Republican primary, Pres. Eisen- 
hower scored slightly more votes 
than the former governor. 


or known commitments, shows 


Kefauver had 164, including 
primaries in Montana and South 


Ohio 54. 


377 Convention Votes 
Pledged to Stevenson 


_A tabulation of first-ballot convention votes, based on pledges 


thing more than half the 68612 needed for nominatica. 


of New York had 12814, including nearly all the 98 from his 
own state. Stevenson cracked his delegation to pick up six. 

‘Sen. Stuart Symington had 48, including 38 from his home 
state of Missouri; Sen. Lyndon Johnson 56 as Texas “favorite 
son,” with other Southern votes likely; Gov. Frank J. Lausche of 


. Gov. G. Mennen Williams had 45, all but one as Michigan 
favorite son. A scattering of 41 delegates favored other candidates. 

The preferences of delegates with 22612 votes were unknown 
and 238 delegate votes remain to be chosen. 


that Stevenson had 377—some- 


24 he picked up in uncontested 
Dakota. Gov. Averell Harriman 


Bus Segregation Ruled 


Illegal by U. S. Court 


Montgomery, Ala.—Segregation on city buses violates the feds 
eral constitution, a three-judge U.S. Sa ail in a 2-to-1 decis 


sion here. 


Judge Richard T. Rives of the? 
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals and 


Judge Frank M. Johnson, Jr. of 


the Middle District of Alabama 
joined in the majority opinion. 
They held that bus segregation vio- 
lated the due process and equal 
protection clause of the 14th 
Amendment to the Constitution. 

Judge Seybourn Lynne of the 
Northern District of Alabama dis- 
sented, insisting that separate but 
equal facilities were permissible. 

The court postponed issuance of 
an injunction against the enforce- 
ment of city and state segregation 
laws, giving opposing lawyers two 
weeks to submit suggestions on 
how the anti-segregation order 
should be entered, and whether a 
stay should be granted pending an 
appeal. 


Appeal Expected fee 

The Alabama Public Service 
Commission and the Montgomery 
City Commission, defendants in the 
suit filed by four Negro women 
who have refused to ride local 
biises since the city’s Negro: popu- 
lation began a boycott last Dec. 5, 
are expected to appeal the decision 
to the U.S. Supreme Court. 

The Rev. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Negro Baptist minister and 


not attempt to do so by an admin-| - fr 


istrative board with jurisdiction 
overlapping that of the NLRB. 
Reverse Decision 

The “Communist membership” 
firing involved Cutter Laboratories 
of California and Mrs. Doris Walk- 
er, president of an Office and Pro- 
fessional Workers local. 

An arbitration board ruled un- 


Randolph Elected 
Typos’ President 


Indianapolis, Ind.—Pres. Wood- 
ruff Randolph of the Typographical 
Union was elected to another term 
in the recent biennial election, offi- 
cial returns show. 

He polled 44,123 votes to 33,723 


for Laurence H. Victory, former | $= 
president of Local 6, New York |Z 


City. 

- Don Hurd, incumbent secretary- 
treasurer, won reelection over 
George Bante. In other contests, 


Charles M. Lyons was elected first |¥ 


vice president over John R. Evans; 


Harold H. Clark defeated Donald |# 


S. Bertram. for second vice presi- 
dent, and Joe Bailey won over C. 


N. Salter for third vice president. |. 
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; | House subcommittee for his role in™ 


: | selling federal public power and for 


boycott leader, hailed the court’s 
ruling as “a great victory not only 
for Montgomery’s 50,000 Negroes 
but for people everywhere.” 

Boycott Effective 

City buses, which carried 30 000 
to 40,000 ‘Negro passengers a day 
before the boycott began six 
months ago, now transport only 
300 or 400 daily, company officials 
said. 

There was no indication that the 
court’s decision would have any 
immediate effect upon the boycott, 
at least not until the court has 
acted in regard to its injunction 
prohibiting segregation. Negro 
leaders have said that they would 
end their mass protest “whenever 
it becomes possible to go back on 
city buses on an integrated basis.” 
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Seaton Nominated 
As See. of Interior 


Pres. Eisenhower in a surprise 
move nominated a former Nes 
braska senator, Fred A. Seaton, to 
succeed Douglas McKay as secre- 
tary of the interior. 

The Senate Interior Committee 
promptly unanimously approved: 
the nomination and the Senate, by 
voice vote, confirmed Seaton. 


The President rejected the advice 
of most midwestern . Republican 
senators in choosing Seaton, - re- 
cently a White House aide, over 
Undersec. Clarence A. Davis. 


Davis as principal assistant to 
McKay has been criticized by a 


forcing through new “criteria” for 


approving a “timber mining” claim 
by the Al Serena Corp. in the® 
Rogue River National Forest. 

Eisenhower’s decision to over- 
ride Dayis was interpreted by ob- 
servers as indicating the Adminis- 
tration wanted to avoid saddling 
McKay, now running for the Sen- 
ate in Oregon against Sen. Wayne 
Morse (D), with unnecessary cam- 
paign burdens involving “giveaway” 
charges. 
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